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Ministry Message  
   Faster, Higher, Stronger… three words that if you are a fan of the Olympics will make your 
heart start to beat faster and prepare you for the two weeks ahead.  I absolutely love the 
Olympics and as I write this, I am halfway through watching as much coverage as is physi-
cally possible!  We were in London last week when the opening ceremony of the 2020(21) 
Games began in Tokyo and watching the build-up stirred up something that has stuck with 
me.  Originally, despite being an Olympic addict (!) I was against the event being held this 
year, as it seemed a risk too far with the pandemic.  Watching the coverage, it is clear pre-
cautions have been in place which has mitigated against the risk but most of all, suddenly, 
despite the events of the past eighteen months, there was a flicker of hope for the future 
and something quite magic in the nations of the world coming together in unity.  Love or 
hate sport, you cannot dis the coming together of nations and the real Olympic spirit, win, 
lose or draw.  It really is something else. 

 
Last Tuesday, I did giggle when IOC President Thomas Bach announced that the Olympic 
Motto had been changed from ‘Faster, Higher, Stronger’ to ‘Citius, Altius, Fortius – Com-
muniter’ … ‘Faster, Higher, Stronger – Together’.  I missed the meaning, thinking it was 
challenging another agenda.  For the IOC this additional word was to show hope following 
a pandemic stricken world.  At 12pm on 23rd July 2021, the word ‘Together’ suddenly stuck 
home and became real.  That value of ‘Hope’ is something that without, makes life mean-
ingless.  Together, unityand Hope… surely there is something in this! 
 
Together or unity is a word that is Biblical and something Jesus taught over and over again.  
Psalm 133 even says: “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 
unity!” 
 
We are hopefully at a point where we are able to live with Covid-19 due to so many differ-
ent factors but looking back over the hard times of the past year and a half, the thing that 
remains true is the ‘war time spirit’ of ‘togetherness.’  Our school motto is: ‘Together we 
can achieve anything’.  Reflecting from a school point of view, without that attitude of 
‘togetherness’ there is no way as a community we would have been able to react so posi-
tively to the challenges and changes that constantly came our way.  Being responsible for 
420 pupils and 67 members of staff, along with all the families in our extended community, 
taking into account personal anxiety of staff as well as their professional courage, would 
have been totally overwhelming if the feeling of unity was missing.  How good it is when 
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people live together in unity … working together for the best of everyone.  Courage, 
trust, perseverance and hope are four of our core school values and it is in times of ad-
versity where practicing what you preach is essential.  Courageto try because we know 
we are loved and valued, trustin those we work with and connect with because we 
know they have our best interests at heart, perseverancebecause we know we can 
make things better and better for the whole community and hopefor a brighter future 
as ‘together, we can achieve anything.’  Faster, higher, stronger – together!  Schools, 
Churches, Businesses, Hospitals, Retail, Hospitality and Volunteer Services have all 
faced unprecedented challenges, but those who have succeeded almost alwaysdid it 
alongside others.  Some showed their true colours but the majority rose up to the 
global cause and persevered with courage and hope for the future. 
 
Perseveranceis a real elixir.  Tom Daley began his Olympic career in Beijing in 2008 
with the whole nation’s expectations on him at a very young age.  Seeing him reach 
Bronze in Rio was great but to see the emotion at achieving Gold and fulfilment of his 
life’s aim this year was something else!  The whole diving team was willing Tom and 
his new diving partner (Matty) on because success for him was success for them and 
the joy it brought ricocheted across the pool and across the country.  Unity, together-
ness.  Competitors rightly work hard to beat their nearest rival in healthy competition 
but the Olympic Spirit has competitors hugging and congratulating their victors after 
the competition has been won / lost.  Despite that strong desire to win, to be the fast-
est, highest or strongest; human unity wins through this spirit.  The Rugby Sevens, 
Boxing and Taekwondo each has vicious play as part of its makeup but ends in the 
same hugs and back pats.  Do we have that same attitude?To be the very best we can 
be but acknowledge others along the journey and have that same respect for them 
and their achievements … or maybe opinions. 
 
The opposite to unity is disunity which leads to strong disagreement or hatred.  That is 
not the Olympic spirit and is definitely not the Godly way of living.  Christians can dis-
agree with fellow believers over the tiniest detail that matters to our denomination or 
belief-law and in doing so, we build walls between children of God and fall at the first 
hurdle.  In John 17 Jesus prayed: 20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also 
for all who will ever believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be 
one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you.”  Every piano 
looks different and there are literally millions of them in the world.  The amazing fact, 
is that each piano is tuned to the same tuning fork which ensures a ‘c’ on one piano is 
the same as the ‘c’ on another and then every key either side is also in tune.  They look 
different, are in different places and for different purposes, but they are all attuned.  
Are we attuned to the Spirit of God, so we can live in unity?  If we are tuned to God, 
our Father, then our hearts begin with love and end in unity.  We want to be the very 
best but we also want the very best for our fellow brothers and sisters.  We have an 
inner desire to help others, to share the blessing we have received and have a heart of 
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compassion.  Attuned to God through the power of the Spirit allows us to exemplify 
Psalm 133: “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity.”  To-
gether, we can achieve anything. 
 
The International Olympic Committee wanted to reflect the hardships the worldhas en-
dured but also to demonstrate how the games can bring people together. President 
Bach said the words take on a special meaning as the commitment to the games is 
an "act of faith in the future" as the world begins to exit the pandemic.  As believers, 
our hope drills deeper.  Ephesians 3 has one of my favourite pieces of scripturethat ex-
plains unity, strength and hope all in one: “16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited re-
sources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will 
make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s 
love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s 
people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you ex-
perience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.”  Bach 
wanted to stress ‘solidarity’ through sport, Jesus brings solidarity through faith and tap-
ping into the source of all creation.  Hope for the future is not a fleeting moment of 
sporting endeavour but has longevity to eternity … hallelujah!  Sport has the potential 
to unite the world but faith wrapped in the wide, long, high and deep love of God will 
change the world and unite the children of the world to bring life to the full and as-
sured hope for eternity. 
 
Did you watch Fiji win Gold in the Rugby Sevens?  The Fijians are a fantastic nation who 
seem to live life to the full.  Their laid back determination brings results.  What was so 
powerful about their play was after each tri, an arm was raised and a prayer of thanks 
was spoken.  At half time the team had their pep talk which ended amazingly with a 
prayer time with the ball held aloft, giving the game to God.  At the end of the match, 
before the hugs and pats on the back the team went into a huddle and publicly joined 
together with communal prayer.  Big Rugby blokes crying and praying showing their 
thanks.  After the Gold ceremony… you guessed it, they sang a song of praise.  Everyone 
talked about their witness.  They wanted to play faster, be stronger and kick higher but 
in doing so and winning the highest accolade, they wanted to give the highest praise 
back to God.  When interviewed their captain previously said: 
"We Fijians don't have large facilities like other teams have, but we know that being 
here is not from our strength but from God and it’s all God's plan that we are here.  
Even if we lose we know that there is something bigger."  He went on to say, “In terms 
of team building with our group, it's very easy to build that team unity. I have had ex-
perience with other teams where a long time can be spent on team building because 
the players have a more individualistic outlook.  Faith helps keeps us together. It helps 
bond us as a team.” 
The slogan of the 2020 Summer Olympics torch relay was "Hope Lights Our Way".Does 
‘Hope’ light our way? Hope that comes from God that gives us the heart for others and 
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the desire to work faster, stronger and higher so that together we can all achieve?  Let 
us be on the Divine Olympic Committee and serve under the banner of Christ because 
we know he fought and won and gives all who believe the same Spirit that binds us to-
gether in unity.  Do we have unity in our personal lives?  How about our Church life?  
With fellow believers and non believers alike?  Just think about the potential 
 
Citius, Altius, Fortius – Communiter.I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources 
he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his 
home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and 
keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people 
should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experi-
ence the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.” 

Amen! 
MJ Hargreaves 

(* Olympic comments correct as of 30th 2021 July!) 

SOME WEBSITES/APPs to INSTRUCT and  
EDUCATE DURING ISOLATION! 

 

HYMNARY.ORG 
 

HYMNSof PRAISE TJC app 
And of Course, one can communicate 
with Friends &  Relatives using  ZOOM 
Cloud app!   
 
Or   try  HOUSEPARTY! 

Reopening our church buildings - important info 

I know you’ve all been waiting eagerly to see when we will be reopening our buildings 
without a rota for attendance, and now we have some information for you. Please 
read the attached letter as it has important information about what will and what 
won’t be happening in our services. 
During August, as people are taking their holidays or visiting friends and family, there 
are spaces in the services, so if you want to book a spot, let Tracy know. Services in Au-
gust are 9:30am at St. Mary’s, 6;30pm at St. Nick’s, and Thurs 9:15am at St. Nick’s.  
 Please pray for our team as we work out how and when to reintroduce different as-
pects of our services such as children’s work and refreshments.  
Looking forward to seeing you all in person again soon. 
For more info see Page 10/11 
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SUMMER TRADECRAFT CATALOGUE!  
Penni Conlon has been in touch to say that the 
new Traidcraft SUMMER  Catalogue is now avail-
able.  If you would like Penni to drop one off for 
you please email her on colonpj@btinternet.com 
 Alison 

 

My Farming Week   —   Olly Harrison, Tarbock 
Most people at St Nicholas Church will have met Church Warden farmer 
Tom & wife Olive Harrison at Christmas Carols in Tarbock.  Their  son, 
Olly, is well known for his NHS charity fund-raising —-  the fields of  
Sunflowers and the Christmas Tractors with their lights., which attracted 

thousands of people.  Search for Ollys Blog, Tarbock —-
Farming Week to read about a farmers  life. 



 

Working with the children and young people in the parish 
 

Would you like to work with the children and young people in our 
parish? As a parish we are able to offer a variety of activities 
for children and young people from birth to 21 years old. 
These take place 6 days a week (in term time) and 
are held at both churches. We rely on volunteers to 
run the groups each week. All vol- unteers need to 
obtain a DBS Disclosure and at- tend a parish SAFE-
GUARDING course at least once every 5 years. 
Here in  
Halewood we are very for- tunate that we have 92 
people who have com- p l e t e d 
our SAFEGUARDING p r o c e -
dures and have b e e n 
authorised by HCC to work 
with the chil- dren and young 
people. How- ever, there is al-
ways a need for more leaders 
and helpers for all of our groups. 
If you are inter- ested in becoming a 
leader/helper at any of our groups, or you 
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  NOTABLE CHURCHES :  
 ARTICLES WANTED! 

Whilst travelling around on holiday or perhaps  
funerals or weddings, I have often been  
impressed by interesting churches. And so, I have 
often included articles on those churches. 
The annual pilgrimage to churches (and cakeshops) 
has featured for the last few years with the history and architecture of 
them. 
Liverpool has many interesting churches eg the Iron Church at St 
Michaels and obviously our two cathedrals. 
If on your travel, you come across one that impresses you, or has an     
interesting story, then why not take some pictures, write some words 
and SEND IT to the MAGAZINE via my Email  : 
 

colinwest9@gmail.com  
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PAINTING CLUB REOPENS! 
The painting club has opened up again but we 
are meeting until further notice  at the WI hall , 
Baileys Lane. 

The St Nicholas Painting Club has re-started after the covid 
lockdown and we would welcome any new members. 
Maybe you would like to try painting for the first time or you 
are an existing painter who wants to share an after-
noon with other artists, all are welcome.  
If you are a beginner then some tuition and advice 
would be available but I have to stress I am not a 
teacher, just a painter who can pass on some advice 
and knowhow.  We are a very friendly group of peo-
ple who would make any new members welcome. 
We meet on a Monday afternoon at 1pm until 
3.30pm.  If you need any more information please 
contact me on 07815 306502    Ken Allen  

 Natasia  needs some new Jam Club leaders 
 

I need more leaders due to the previous leaders either being in a 
vulnerable category or moving on as their child is now in secon-
dary school. 
I am seeking people who are willing to be DBS checked, available 
3 - 4:30pm on a Wednesday evening. This does not have to be 
every Wednesday and ideally there would be enough support for 
me to be able to create a rota! 
If anyone is interested or would like to know more please get in 
touch  with  
natasia.circuitchildren@gmail.com or 07867489463  God bless and many thanks 
 
Natasia Bullock   Children's Worker 
Liverpool South Methodist Church 
Elm Hall Drive Methodist Church 
Elm Hall Drive   L18 1LF 
 
 

"Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them for the kingdom of heaven  
belongs to such as these.' Matthew 19:14 
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Bishop of Liverpool  to retire in February 2022 
In my pastoral letter to you at Pentecost I spoke of what Eugene Peterson calls the “long 
obedience in the same direction” to which Christian disciples and communities are 
called. 
And then I wrote this: “Bishops come and go, but Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and for ever. As we look to a future beyond the pandemic, I believe that the long 
obedience continues.” 
I write today to say again that bishops come and go. In particular I’m writing to tell you 
that I have informed the Queen and the Archbishop of York that I intend to resign the 
See of Liverpool and to retire in March next year. 
God willing I shall be laying down my pastoral staff, and with it my ministry as Bishop 
here, in the Cathedral on February 12, 2022. I shall be 68 years old and I’ll be in my 
eighth year as your bishop. Please put that date in your diary; it would be very good to 
see you there!    
It has been the honour of my life to serve you and to serve alongside you here, and I ex-
pect to do so still, wholeheartedly, for the next few months. The long obedience does in-
deed continue for this Diocese and for each person in it, as we emerge blinking from the 
pandemic into a changed world. 
The ideas we have developed in “Fit for Mission” will be sustained, and we will share 
them with our colleagues in the national Church so as to shape a viable future. We will 
continue to ask God for a bigger Church and for the bigger difference which we believe 
God wants to see in the world. That journey holds my hope for the future, a future that 
stretches far beyond the ministry of the youngest among us. 
Across the whole Church of England we are on the way together into that same future. I 
shall continue as best I can to contribute to a faithful, open, joyous, light, inclusive and 
just Church - a community that is true to the poor carpenter who made it; one that hon-
ours those on the edge of things; one that conveys the amazing reality of our loving and 
living God to England as it actually is. 
But for me the time has come to prepare for a new chapter in life and ministry, and to 
contribute in a different way. From next March I aim to spend more time in prayer and 
reflection and stillness, in resting and writing and reading and thinking. 
Please, then, pray for Kate and me as we prepare for this change, and for the Diocese as 
it sustains its long obedience in the same direction, a community of people living in 
Christ and seeking the good of the world. 
This comes with every blessing as ever, with gratitude to God for the ministry we share, 
and with much love, 
Paul Bayes Bishop of Liverpool 
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Canterbury Cathedral stained glass is among world's oldest 
New research indicates that some stained 
glass windows from Canterbury Cathedral 
may be among the oldest in the world. The 
panels, depicting the Ancestors of Christ, 
have been re-dated using a new, non-
destructive technique. 
The analysis indicates that some of them 
may date back to the mid-1100s. 
The windows would therefore have been in 
place when the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Thomas Becket, was killed at the cathedral in 1170. 
Léonie Seliger, the head of stained glass conservation at the cathedral, and part of the re-
search team, told BBC News that the discovery was historically "hugely significant". 
"We have hardly anything left of the artistic legacy of that early building [apart from] a 
few bits of stone carving. But until now, we didn't think we had any stained glass. And it 
turns out that we do," she said.  She said she had been so happy at hearing the news, she 
had been "ready to dance." 
Ms Seliger added: "[The stained glass] would have witnessed the murder of Thomas 
Becket, they would have witnessed Henry II come on his knees begging for forgiveness, 
they would have witnessed the conflagration of the fire that devoured the cathedral in 
1174. And then they would have witnessed all of British history." 
The re-dated panels are part of the Ancestors of Christ series depicted over one of the ca-
thedral's entrances. It was thought for centuries that they were made by master crafts-
men in the 13th century. 
A team of researchers from University College London (UCL) built a device called a 
"windolyser" to solve the age mystery.  It can be used on location and doesn't damage 
the glass. It shines a beam on to the surface - which causes the material in the glass to ra-
diate. This radiation contains the glass's chemical fingerprint - from which the researchers 
were able to work out its age. Astronomers use the same technique, called spectrometry, 
to discover the chemical composition of distant stars. 
Dr Laura Ware Adlington, who led the research, said that the windolyser's results were 
"very exciting".  "These findings will make us all, from art historians and scientists, to 
members of the public visiting the cathedral, look at the Canterbury stained glass in a 
whole new light." 
Prof Caviness said she was ''delighted'' to hear that her assessment had been confirmed 
by Dr Ware Adlington.  ''The scientific findings, the observations and the chronology of 
the cathedral itself all fit together very nicely now,'' she told BBC News. Prof Caviness, 
who is now 83, told me that the finding had jolted her out of a ''Covid numbness'' that 
she had been feeling.     Taken from BBC Newa 
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ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE and USEFUL WEBSITES 
Avoid GOOGLE etc by using alternative software apps such as: 'QWANT', 'BRAVE', 
'Firefox'  as Search Engines on both Laptop and Tablets.  
 

ECOSIA is a Free German Search engine which donates 80% of their profits to the 
planting of trees…. So far they claim 120Million all over the world including the UK 
NHS and Senegal in Africa.   

 'AVAST' is not only a  Browser but also a Free Anti-Virus.    
Rev Martyn at St Nicholas has used ZOOM Cloud to send Video/Audio of Sunday 
service. You can use ZOOM to talk to your friends & relatives for free.  
 'Liverpool Diocesan Bulletin' gives info on the cathedral, schools, events etc. 
www.Roydenhistory .co.uk is a gateway to St Nicholas' history. 
www.HalewoodParish .org  gives access to the weekly Parish Notes. 
 

WHY NOT TAKE AN ADVERT OUT 
IN OUR MAGAZINE? 

 

1/4 page advert is £20 for 10  
issues = £2 per issue (eg Tarbock Vil-
lage Hall) 
 

1/2 page advert for funeral  
directors is £65 for 10 issues = £6.50 
per issue 
 

1/2 page other is £40 for 10  
issues = £4 per  issue  
 

full inside page is £150 for 10 issues = £15 per issue  
 

Contact Jan Fleming at St Nicholas Centre.  487 9965 

PAM BOFFEY STEPS DOWN AS STEWARD 
 

After many years of service  as a  
Steward at St Marys Church, Pam 
Boffey is stepping down from her role. 
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Resource for Knowsley 
Whilst closed for Covid, the website is available.  There is lots of  
information on ARK. Search for 'ARCHIVES.KNOWSLEY.GOV.UK' to find 
the history of Knowsleys townships eg Halewood, Prescot etc.  It's 
well worth a visit!    After all, YOU’RE PAYING  For it! 

SMILE and RAISE MONEY! 
Tom Beesley has today registered our charity Halewood Ecumenical 
Partnership with Amazon Smile.  If you pick us as your chosen char-
ity, everytime you shop on Amazon they will make a donation to us. It 
doesn’t cost you, the customer, anything. 
So if you haven’t already chosen a charity or would like to change your charity just 
click on the link below next time you shop at Amazon or when you are invited on the 
website to pick a charity, just search for Halewood Ecumenical Partnership 
Thanks everyone     Alison 

  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1151632-0 

From: Andy Radford   Bingo at 3pm  (Every Thursday ) 
 Hi Alison - I am forwarding you the details of a weekly bingo 
event Diane Richardson is doing. This is in case you can think 
of anyone who might like to join in. They are very friendly.  
Diane & Evelyn invite you to a ZOOM meeting.    https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/8893789982? 
pwd=eEN3QTdNd25QVHBnSTc5REhoVEFpQT09 
Meeting ID: 889 378 9982  Passcode: BINGO 

FREE ALL-IN-ONE PRINTER/SCANNER/COPIER 
Anyone who wants a printer EPSON SX435 should  
contact  the Editor via Email ‘colinwest9@gmail.com’.  
It can print via the supplied cable, scan or copy in  
colour or B/W.  
If desired, a donation to charity may be made. 
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St Marys Kids Club WEEK 
26th  to 30th July   10-2pm 

 

Jesus is our super hero” and the week’s catch phrase ‘It’s a miracle!’  will be fully em-
bedded in mine and all who attended holiday club’s memories this summer after our 
first in person holiday club since 2019! 
We reduced the numbers, reduced the scale but did not reduce on the fun! 
Our amazing team of volunteers and young people took off on a week’s super hero 
themed adventure as we explored Bible super heroes such as Samson, Ruth and Naomi, 
Daniel, Esther and of course the 1st avenger Jesus! We heard stories, prayed together, 
made a variety of crafts such as capes, shields, bracelets, plants and yummy treats too in 
the mornings. And our afternoons were filled with laughter with sports days, water 
games, talent competition and bouncy castles and the more serious work of being a su-
per hero with special talks from a real nurse and fire fighter (Thanks to Mr and Mrs 
Rimmer!) 
All of the children were an absolute joy to be around and myself and the leaders left 
each day with tired feet but hearts full of joy to see so many children filling up our 
church space again. 
Praise be to God our father for keeping us all safe and well throughout the week and 
blessing us all with such amazing children and volunteers!    Tash x 
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OLLY HARRISONS SUNFLOWER MAZE 
Raising  money for the NHS 

The sunflower Maze raised 
over £40,000 for NHS chari-
ties last year and is open 
again this year..... hopefully 
into September by doing con-
tinuous sowings this year..... 
Information can be found at 
www. sunflowermaze.co.uk 
for anybody who wishes to 
visit this year ......raising 
money for charity again.... 
Olly hopes to beat last year's total! 

LATEST MERCY  SHIP   -   AFRICA MERCY 
Worldwide, 5 billion people lack access to safe, affordable, 
timely surgery. Many of them live in developing countries 
where healthcare infrastructure is limited or nonexistent, or 
where there’s a shortage of trained healthcare providers. 
Fortunately, more than 44% of the world’s population lives 
within 100 miles of a coast — which is why Mercy Ships uses 
modern hospital ships to bring world-class volunteer  
medical professionals directly to the places they’re needed 
most.  Our ships are the most efficient way to bring a state-of-the-art hospital to re-
gions where clean water, electricity, and medical facilities and personnel are limited 
or nonexistent. Instead of trying to build the facilities we need to bring life-changing 
surgeries to ports around the world, we 
can provide a safe, stable, fully outfitted 
hospital ship to help change the odds 
for thousands of people in need.  We 
also train local healthcare providers and 
improve medical infrastructure. And we 
even stock our ships with a supply of 
vehicles so we can reach remote areas! 


