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Volunteers Needed.  
 

 Male or 
female 
volun-
teers are 
welcome 
to join the 

 

POSTPONED UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE  

   -   CORONAVIRUS 

STAY-AT-HOME?--  NEED A READ? FREE EBOOK  
WEBSITES 

Gutenberg       Out of Copywright Classic Ebooks  
Archive.org      Massive collection 
Kindle    EBooks for sale 
Borrowbox  Access to library 
Ebooks 
Overdrive   ditto 
Bookbub   Daily Email of  ebooks   
Some free 
LEAFSNAP app     Take photo, Identifies 
leaf/flowers  .. It’s good! 
 

Interesting Websites    

 PLANTLIFE.org.uk    OLIO register and 
see free food and goods 
 

ALTERNATIVE SEARCH ENGINE 
 

Use ECOSIA to plant TREES  —  Not only  abroad but 
also for the NHS!  And FREE!  They claim to have 
planted  120 Million+  in the UK and Africa! 
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VINEGAR : A GREAT CLEANSER 
You can also put white vinegar to work to clean your dishwasher itself. The process is 

quick and simple, and involves no scrubbing on your part (yes!). 

After cleaning out the drain to remove any crud captured there, run a cycle with a vinegar 

rinse: Place a cup of white vinegar on the top rack of the dishwasher and set your dish-

washer on a hot water cycle. This will clean out any lingering grease or grime that’s cling-

ing to your machine and will also help prevent musty odors from forming. 

Shifrah Combiths has been writing professionally for twenty years. She loves lifestyle pho-

tography, memory keeping, gardening, reading, and going to the beach with her husband 

 

QUOTES for the DAY 

“A life spent making mistakes is not only more honorable, 

but more useful than a life spent doing nothing.” ... 

“He who fears he will suffer, already suffers because he 
fears.” 
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Reopening Halewood church buildings 
 

 Thank you all for your patience and continuing support of our churches during this last 
year. With the vaccine roll-out happening and lockdown measures starting to ease soon, 
we will be opening St. Nicholas’ and St. Mary’s again from April 11th, but with restrictions 
on numbers as distancing still needs to be maintained. Andy will be sending out info re-
garding St. Hilda’s once an opening strategy is in place for them. We are looking forward to 
the summer when we hope to be able to worship together back in our buildings with no 
restrictions on numbers, when we will be able to sing together and share in communion 
again. What a wonderful day that will be! 
 

For the time being, with everyone’s safety in mind, certain measures will still 
be in place: 
 

Face masks/ coverings must be worn 
 

Everyone will need to clean their hands on the way in 
 

Everyone will need to leave name and contact details 
 

Physical distancing will be maintained (families can sit together) 
 

The church will need to be cleared of people directly after the service 
 

 Because of physical distancing, seating will be limited, therefore we are looking to invite 
people each week on a rota system so that everyone who would like to meet in the build-
ing has the chance to do so. Depending on the response, you may only receive an invita-
tion every few weeks. We will continue with our Zoom services on Sundays and Wednes-
day evenings as well so that as many people as possible have the chance to join in with 
worship each week.  
 

To help with the logistics, if you would like to be on the rota to meet in the church building, 
please let us know which service you wish to attend and how many people from your fam-
ily would like to come. 
 

IF WE DO NOT HEAR FROM YOU BY 20th March WE WILL ASSUME THAT YOU DO NOT 
WANT TO GO ON THE ROTA TO MEET IN THE CHURCH BUILDING. 
 

 Please pick one option so that as many people as possible are able to be involved. Thank 
you. 
 

 Sunday 9:30am at St. Mary’s    
 

 Sunday 6:30pm at St. Nicholas   
 

 Thursday 9:15am at St. Nicholas  
 

 Please reply to:            3 Rectory Drive, Halewood, L26 6LJ 
 

                                         or email tracywoodsford@gmail.com 
 

                                         or text info to 07340 700 989 (don’t forget to tell me who you are!) 
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First-century dwelling in Israel was Christ’s  

childhood home, says British archaeologist    
The first-century dwelling beneath a convent in  

Nazareth, which, Professor Ken Dark believes, was 
the home where Jesus grew up.  A BRITISH archae-
ologist has said that he has identified the site of the 
childhood home of Jesus in Nazareth. 

The archaeologist, Dr Ken Dark, Professor of Ar-
chaeology and History at Reading University, believes 
that a first-century dwelling now beneath a convent 
in the city in northern Israel is where Christ spent his 
early years. 

It was first promoted as the likely house of Joseph and Mary after excavations below 
the fifth-century convent in the 1880s, but, by the 1930s, experts had dismissed the 
claim.  Professor Dark, however, who has spent 14 years studying the site, says that 
there is a strong case that the well-preserved house was, indeed, Christ’s home. It was 
a significant structure, partly cut into a limestone hillside and incorporating a natural 
cave. It probably included several living and storage rooms around a courtyard, a roof 
terrace, and a rock-cut staircase that still survives. The details are disclosed in a new 
book by the Professor: The Sisters of Nazareth Convent: A Roman-period, Byzantine and 
Crusader site in central Nazareth (Routledge). 

He says that examination of the house showed excellent craftsmanship and a structural 
understanding of rock which would be consistent with its having been built and owned 
by a tekton: the original Greek description of Joseph’s occupation in the Gospels. Be-
sides translating as “carpenter”, it also means a stonemason or builder. 

Professor Dark also found a fourth-century cave church decorated with mosaics built 
in the hillside adjacent to the house, and believes that a fifth-century church built over 
them both was the largest church in Nazareth, and probably its cathedral. That build-
ing, elaborately decorated with marble and mosaics, matched a seventh-century de-
scription of the Byzantine church said to have stood on the site of Jesus’s home. 

The fact that it was bigger than the Church of the Annunciation near by — at the site 
where Byzantine-period Christians believed that the Archangel Gabriel visited Mary 
with news that she would give birth to the Son of God — reflects its significance. 

Professor Dark suggests that the knowledge that it was Christ’s childhood home would 
have passed down to the time when the first church was built, in the fourth century. 
Christianity was being adopted throughout the Roman Empire. “My conclusion is that, 
from anthropological evidence and studies of oral tradition, there’s absolutely no rea-
son why they couldn’t have known,” the Professor said. “All the reasons to doubt that 
it might possibly have been have gone — this is exciting stuff.” 

The Gospels say little about the childhood of Jesus; St Luke reports his life up to the 

age of 12 simply: “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, 

and the grace of God was on him” (Luke 2.40). 

Taken from CHURCH TIMES 
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 Mask force: London's five centuries of face coverings 
 

Once limited to bank robbers, eccentric pop stars and health-
conscious (and conscientious) Japanese tourists, the wearing of 
face masks in public is now common enough to be dubbed "the 
new normal".  Normal it might be - but it's not new. 
From the Black Death to the suffocating smog, traffic pollution 
to the threat of gas attacks, face coverings have been worn by 
Londoners for the past 500-odd years.  Although the very earli-
est masks were used to disguise, donning a protective (rather 
than costume) mask dates back to at least the 6th Century BC. Images of people wearing 
cloth over their mouths were found on the doors of Persian tombs. 

Smog 
The Industrial Revolution of the 18th Century helped create the infamous London smog, 
as more and more factories belched out smoke and households kept their coal fires burn-
ing.  The worst episode was in 1952, when between 5 and 9 December at least 4,000 peo-
ple died. 

Plague 
It was the Black Death - a plague that first swept Europe in the 14th Century, killing at 
least 25 million people between 1347 and 1351 - that presaged the advent of the medical 
mask.  Theorists believed the disease spread through poisoned air or "miasma", creating 
an imbalance in a person's bodily fluids. They tried to stop this foul air from reaching 
them by covering their faces or clutching sweet-smelling nosegays. 

Traffic 
By the time we get to Victorian London, well-bred ladies started to attach veils to their 
hats.  Although used during mourning, the veil's role was not exclusively funereal. It also 
helped to protect a woman's face from sun, rain and pollutants, as well as airborne dirt 
and dust. 

Gas 
The threat of a second world war, 20 years after the Great War had seen the use of  
chlorine and mustard gas, triggered the government to issue gas masks to ordinary people 
as well as those in the military.   

Spanish flu 
An outbreak of influenza at the end of World War One became a devastating global pan-
demic. Nicknamed the Spanish flu because Spain was the first country to report on the 
outbreak, about 50 million people died. 
Fame 
Another type of mask has emerged in recent times - one that caters for the need to pro-
tects one's face from the gaze of avid fans (and presumably, foes).  These are perfect for 
celebrities who want to draw attention to themselves while retaining the plausible  
deniability of "I don't want to be recognised, that's why I'm wearing a noticeable mask". 
image copyrightGetty Images      By Bethan Bell BBC 

1930s 
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 Halewood Parish Regular Activities 
 

 

DAY  Venue     Organisation      Time 

   
SUNDAY St Nicholas’  Centre  Junior Church            11.00-12.00
  

   WI Hall  Bailey’s Lane Drama Group            19.00-21.00 
  
MONDAY St Nicholas’  Centre  Rainbows            18.00-19.00
  

         Bible Studio Group     13.30-15.00 
         (Alternate weeks) 
   

                    St  Nicholas Centre      Painting Club        13.00
-15.30 
 

         
TUESDAY St Nicholas’  Cen- tre  C A T E R P I L -

LARS         09.15—11.00  

         2 n d  H’wd 
Brownies      1 7 . 0 0 - 18.30  

         G u i d e s /
Rangers     19.00 -20.30 
   S t Mary’s    100% Boss 
Club     17.30 -19.00 
           ( A l t e r n a t e 
weeks) 
         Next Level 
      18.45-19.45 
         (Alternate weeks)  

  
   Scout Hut    Beavers        18.00-19.30 
 

 

WED  St Nicholas’  Centre      3rd H’wood Brownies     17.30-19.00 
              Drama Group      19.15-19.00 
   St Nicholas’  Church  Bell Ring Practice.     20.00-21.00 
   St Mary’s     Jam Club       15.30-17.00 
   St Nicholas’ Church  Knit & Sew       10am-12 
               Scout Hut    Cubs        18.00-20.00 
 

THURS  St Nicholas’  Centre  Coffee Shop       10.00-12.00  

         Mothers’ Union       13.30-15.30
  

         (1st of the month)  
         Vestry Hour       19.00-19.45
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St Nicholas and St Mary’s Ecumenical Team  
Ministry 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Administrator - Barbara Harrington 

St Nicholas Centre 
70 Church Road 

Halewood Village 
LIVERPOOL 

L26  6LB 
Telephone: 0151-487 9965 

E-Mail:  halewoodparish@btconnect.com 
 

 Team Vicar 
 
Andrew Radford 
revandyhhc 
@gmail.com 
St Hilda’s Rectory 
07966033648 
 
 
 

Team Rector 
Martyn Woodsford 
The Rectory 
Rectory Drive 

Halewood 
01514873316/ 
07775368873 
revwoody@me.com 
Day off Monday 
 

 
 

  
 

 

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 
 Andew Parsons 
07867489463 
halewoodchurchcw@  
Gmail.com 
  
 

LAY READER 
Alison Shacklady 
288, Higher Rd, 
Halewood 
L26 9UF 
TEL:  0151-486-2415  
07909652442 
Alison1.shacklady@ 
Btinternet.com 
 
Matthew Hargreaves 
07810872987 
mattharg@mac.com 
 
READER in TRAINING 
 
Jen Radford  
07966624729 
jennyradford@hotmail. 
Co.uk 
 
Adam Grey 07814727622 
adam_grey@msn.com 
 

ST. NICHOLAS’ 

WARDENS 
Graham Elliott 
07516852066 
Sandra Thomas 
Tel:  0151-487 5676 
Andrew Renolds 
07776250718 

andy@nadiareynolds.co.
uk 
ST. NICHOLAS’ 
DEPUTY WARDENS 
 

Lesley Webb 
Tel: 0151-487 7234 
 07852778839 
Lawebb74.hotmail.com 
ST. MARY’S Warden 
Pam Boffey  
TEL. 0151-486-6766 
Gill Dover 487 5137 
gillian.dover@ 
gmail.com 
Methodist  Steward 
(for Sth Lpool Circuit) 
Mark Harrison 
51 Hever Drive 
Halewood 
L26 6LN 
0151 487 0086 
 



 

. 
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...World Conker Championships 

Governing body   Ashton Conker Club  

First played  1965 

The World Conker Championships (WCC) are held 
annually on the second Sunday in  

October in the county of Northamptonshire, Eng-
land. Two players use conkers threaded onto a 
string and take turns to strike the others nut until it 
shatters. Since 1965, conker players from around 
the world have gathered to compete in a knock-
out, to be world champion in team and individual, 
also women's and youth titles. Up to 5,000 specta-
tors watch around 400 players participating. from many countries, including Australia, Aus-
tria, Canada, France, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Russia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
Ukraine, the United States and the United Kingdom.  The next World Conker Championship 
will be held on Sunday 11 October 2020. (Cancelled due to Covid19) 

WCC History 
The World Conker Championships began in 1965 when a group of anglers in Ashton held a 
conker contest at the Chequered Skipper public house because the weather was too bad to 
go fishing. The event was held in Ashton for 45 years before moving to a larger venue at 
the Shuckburgh Arms in Southwick, Northamptonshire in 2009. Money made from the 
competition goes to charities such as the Northamptonshire Association for the Blind and 
the Huntingdon Society for the Blind. 

The tournament has been threatened with conker shortages over the years, in 1976  

conkers used in the tournament had to be flown in from Jersey, in 1980 freak spring 
weather was one of the factors that threatened the World Conker Championships causing a 
conker shortage, and in 1982 a late frost killed off the horse chestnut blossom resulting in a 
failed conker harvest. 

On Thursday 6 October 2011, Ashton Conker Club the organisers of the World Conker 
Championships were forced to cancel the event over safety fears with high winds being 
forecasted. In 2012, the championships were cancelled again when a suitable venue could-
n't be found in time.  Concerns for the future of the event were voiced over the Horse-
chestnut leaf miner moth, Cameraria ohridella, which has appeared in the region and could 
have a detrimental effect on the UK's Horse-chestnut population affecting conker yields. 

On 9 October 2017, Chelsea pensioner John Riley won the men's tournament at the age of 
85, quite possibly making him the oldest world champion on the planet. 

In 2018, Her Majesty The Queen and Sir David Attenborough chatted about conkers in a 
2018 TV documentary. 
 

More details in Wikipedia 
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The History Of The RNLI By Steve Brand  

A proud history of bravery and sacrifice 

Here at Seahaven Maritime Acad-

emy, we are acutely aware of the 

invaluable service provided by the 

RNLI. We have great respect for 

the members of the local Newha-

ven lifeboat station. As experienced 

mariners ourselves, we know the 

important of the RNLI to every 

person in the maritime industry 

and anybody else who takes to the 

sea either for work or leisure. 

Since its founding in 1824, when it 

was known as the National Institution for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck, the 

RNLI has saved countless lives. The men and women who crew today’s lifeboats can 

boast a proud legacy of courage and dedication to the task of taking to the sea, often in 

the most violent of storms, to save the lives of endangered seagoers. 

It all began with Sir William Hillary, who moved to the Isle of Man in 1808. With a 

large number of ships being wrecked on the Irish Sea and around the Manx coast, Sir 

William felt compelled to do something about it, despite receiving little initial encour-

agement from the authorities. 

Eventually, after receiving backing and assistance from his contacts in London, includ-

ing two influential politicians, Sir William was at last able to put his plans into action. 

In 1830, at the age of 60 he took part in the rescue of the Saint George at the entrance 

to Douglas Harbour. 

In 1854, as a result of support from Prince Albert, the organisation’s name was 

changed to what we know it as today, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, with the 

first lifeboats being stationed at Douglas in honour of Sir William.  Lifeboat crews con-

tinued service during WWI and WWII and nineteen lifeboats were involved in the 

evacuation of allied forces from the beaches of Dunkirk between May and June of 1940. 

Rescues, Losses and Honours 

During its long history of saving lives at sea, the RNLI’s activities have resulted in some 

very impressive statistics:- 

 Lives saved since 1824: 140,000  

 In 1907, the RNLI rescued 456 passengers at Lizard Point off the Cornish coast, 

including 70 babies; the organisation’s biggest ever rescue.  

 In 2014, there were 8,462 lifeboat launches, rescuing 8,727 people, saving 460 

lives.  

 Crews rescued on average 22 people a day in 2015.  
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The RNLI has lifeboats stations established on the coasts of the UK, Ireland, the Isle 

of Man and the Channel Islands. It has a large number or rescue craft and specialist 

equipment to assist in the business of saving lives at sea. 

Below are some statistics on the RNLI and its operational capability. 

 Number of lifeboat stations: 238.    

 Number of lifeboats in service: 444.  

 Number of volunteers: 4,600.    

 Number of women: Over 300.  

 Number of volunteer shore crew and admin members: 3,000.  

Hovercraft were introduced in 2002 and the institution has a highly skilled flood 

rescue team. 

We are incredibly lucky as a seagoing nation to be able to call on the RNLI should 

we ever be in danger while at sea. Through their actions over many years, they have 

earned themselves a reputation as one of the most courageous, revered and re-

spected maritime organisations in the world today. 

Long may they continue and long may people from all walks of life support them in 

their very important work. 

With courage, nothing is impossible.  

– Motto of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution  

31 

The LADIES LIFEBOAT GUILD 
The Ladies Lifeboat Guild was formed to help raise money 
for the RNLI - Royal National Lifeboat Institution. Officially 
founded in 1921, the Ladies Lifeboat Guild is an associa-
tion of women dedicated to fundraising to support the 
work of the RNLI.  Ladies Auxiliaries, groups of women 
supporting the RNLI through fundraising, existed before 
the formation of the Ladies Lifeboat Guild. Marion Macara 
is considered the founder of the Ladies Lifeboat Guild for 
her work encouraging women to fundraise for the lifeboat crews.   On 10 October 
1886, Charles Macara and Marion Macara organised the first Lifeboat Saturday, the 
first recorded example of a charity street collection. Marion had already conscripted a 
group of women to help with the first Lifeboat Saturday. She then organised the ladies 
of Manchester and Salford into committees with the purpose of raising further funds. 
Lady Marion wrote letters to well connected ladies to encourage their support. The 
Mayoresses of Manchester and Salford's influence helped draw in other women to vol-
unteer to help. 
The November 1892 issue of the Lifeboat Journal encouraged women to ″...not wait to 
be asked to organise a committee, but take steps to organise one.″ 
Taken from WIKIPEDIA 



32 


