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MINISTRY MESSAGE 
 

A Psalm to help us respond to difficult days 

Psalm 34 
 

Many of us find comfort in scripture, as God’s word is ap-

plied to our hearts, minds, souls and spirits through the 

Holy Spirit. It’s amazing how applying His truth to our-

selves we find our darkness is turned to light, despair to 

hope, anxiety to peace, and sadness to joy.  

I have found this to be true of many parts of the Bible and 

Psalm 34 is one which has brought healing to my inner 

turmoil. I have found it has helped me to minster with 

greater empathy, power and effectiveness to others.  

It has been said that the only Bible people will read is you. 

So as we apply the Bible to our lives we can present the liv-

ing word to others.  

I have picked out three themes from the psalm which I 

hope will help you as they have helped me. 

1.Praise - Whichever model of prayer we are given, we are told that our prayers should 

start with a response to who God is and what He has done for you.   

verse 1 - ‘I will extol the Lord at all times, his praise will always be on my lips’ 

verse 2 - ‘glory’ ‘rejoice’ 

verse 3 - ‘Glorify’ ‘exalt’ 

 

The effectiveness of our prayers is determined by our understanding of whom it is we 

are talking to . Is God a distant deity or a close friend ? Is he someone we long to know 

more about? Or do we have just a passing interest? Our experience of God can only 

come through revelation by the Holy Spirit. This can come sometimes unexpectedly, or 

at other times when we have specifically set aside time to be with God. So we begin our 

journey to peace, by praising God for his power, love, majesty , greatness and goodness 

( and much more) and then thank Him for what He has done in our lives. 

 

2. Seek - The command often given in the Bible is more than just a half hearted few 

minutes each day to pray. Rather it is a constant desire to know God, his will, purpose 

and intervention into our world . This may be choosing to spend a couple of hours in 

the presence of God. It may involve fasting and prayer to humble ourselves before Him. 

It could just begin by spending an extra half hour in prayer, more than usual. What-

ever we do it is the outworking of a consistent desire to no longer be far from God but 

rather to truly draw close to Him. 

The results are numerous:-  v4 & 5 , v10. Deliverance, radiance, lifting of shame , fears 

go, answered prayers,  having ‘no lack’. Elsewhere in the Bible it adds honour, success, 

protection, victory, confidence, and God’s presence.  

Why not try seeking God, waiting for Him, and anticipating his presence coming into 

the place where you are, so that you are overwhelmed by his love, joy and peace. A 

place where you gain a new confidence in prayer and life.  

 



2 

3. Call/ Cry out - When we call to the Lord we are ‘heard’ and ‘saved’ (v6); 

‘delivered’ ( v17) . We are promised that ‘The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and 

his ears are attentive to their cry’ ( v15)  

This is an idea of prayer that involves a measure of anguish even desperation. There 

have been many times, when in real difficulty, I have felt God respond to my prayers. In 

these particular times of lockdown I have known anxiety, and fears, disappointment and 

other negative feelings. I have known God help me at these times  through the Bible, 

and in answers to prayer, and also the encouraging words of others. So spend time call-

ing on God for the healing of the sick, the salvation of those around us and growth of 

love among us all. Also call out for your own problems and see how He may answer.  

V18 - ‘The Lord is close to the broken hearted and saves those who are crushed in 

spirit” 

 Let’s pray through this Psalm ( and others like it) through these dark days, and 

continue to pray until we find ourselves out of them. This may be a dark season, but it is 

still only a season and it will pass. We can make the most of it by humbling ourselves be-

fore God, repenting for our sins and the sins of our city, nation and world and pray that 

more might come into the Light. As we spend more time in God’s presence we will be 

changed and so will those for whom we pray. So lets Praise , Seek , and Cry out to-

gether, finding ‘The treasure in the darkness’. 

Rev Andrew Radford 

LOCKDOWN PICS & VIDEOS….Wks 2/3 
Below  are the links to  week2/3’s Lockdown visits 
photographs.  It’s great to see how many lovely 
places we’ve got within a short travelling distance. 

Sadly the lovely places shown in Diane’s photo-
graphs are ‘out of bounds’ for the moment but 
something to look forward to when we are allowed 
out to play again. 
The other photo (attached) shows some of our church members being photo-
bombed at Crosby beach and as they said ‘He wasn’t even in their Bubble!’ 
Enjoy and thanks again to Ken Allen  
 

 https://youtu.be/yZwu87OKtAQ 

https://youtu.be/XhnMz6ig5Ww 

ATTENDING  St Nicholas Church SERVICE in PERSON! 

Should you wish to attend St Nicholas in person , there is an  

appointment  system in place which is being administered by 

Tracy Woodsford. She can be contacted by email using    

tracywoodsford@gmail.com. 
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FREE EBOOK : FOOD & CLIMATE CHANGE without the HOT AIR 

A highly recommended book by Professor Sarah Bri-
dle is available FREE on the website  www.uit.co.uk/
without-the-hot-air. The book details the Carbon 
impact of the foods you eat and how to reduce it. 
EAT & SAVE THE PLANET!! 

From: Andy Radford 
Subject: Fwd: Bingo today at 3pm  (Every Thursday ) 
 Hi Alison - I am forwarding you the details of a weekly bingo 
event Diane Richardson is doing. This is in case you can think 
of anyone who might like to join in. They are very friendly.  
Diane & Evelyn invite you to a ZOOM meeting.     
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8893789982? 
pwd=eEN3QTdNd25QVHBnSTc5REhoVEFpQT09 

Meeting ID: 889 378 9982  Passcode: BINGO 

ANOTHER FREE EBOOK! On SUSTAINABLE ENERGY! 
Professor David McKay (former Chief Government Avisor for Energy etc)  wrote a 

FREE ebook called ‘SUSTAINABLE ENERGY :  

Withot the hot air!’ 

To get a FREE copy, go to website called  

‘www.withouthotair.com/electronic.html’ and download the  

version you want.... IT’S REALLY EDUCATIONAL ! 

PLANT  a TREE!   

ECOSIA! Its FREE! 
 

Many people use google to search the internet 

but why not use ECOSIA  a German based 

Search engine which spends 80% of its profits 

planting TREES in Malawi, Spain, India,  

Brazil etc.  It claims to have planted 108  

million, so far!  Watch Video about SENEGAL 

where farmers scratching a subsistence living 

on poor soil were persuaded to create FOREST 

GARDENS which revolutionised their lives! 

They hedged their land  (keep out animals) and 

planted trees (to screen from the sun) as well as 

vegetables thus creating a microclimate and  

eventually restoring the soils goodness. 
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Saturday Coffee@St Mary’s 
It’s nearly six years ago since the new shopping centre opened in Halewood 

and members at the St Mary’s felt that this was a great opportunity to reach 
out to our local community.  As our building is used during the week for the 
nursery for under fives and the care centre for the elderly, the best time 
available was Saturdays.  We decided to open the building up and invite lo-
cal people to join us for nominally priced coffee and cakes.  We were imme-
diately successful and the offer was soon extended to include bacon 

sandwiches and toasted teacakes.  We have a regular clien-

tele both from our churches and the community as well as occa-
sional visitors. We are staffed completely by vol- unteers from 
both our churches and the community, who do approxi-
mately one duty per month.  However, we are always 
willing to take on new volunteers, so why not call in 
one Saturday between 10.30am and 12.30pm for 

  

CHRIS- TIAN AID LENT - COUNT YOUR 
BLESS- INGS 2020 

There are some “Count Your Blessings” leaflets at the 
back of St Nicholas and St Mary’s Churches. 
The idea is to do something positive in Lent rather than “giving 
something up”.  The focus for this year is Climate Change which is an  
important subject  for all of us. 
The leaflets include daily reflections and prayers as well as suggestions 
for raising some money for Christian Aid to help those in the world less 
fortunate than us. 
There are adult and children’s versions and more can be ordered from 

St Nicholas Painting 
Club 

 

The club meets each month on Mondays 
from 1.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St Nicho-
las Centre, Church Road .  The aim 
of the club is to be a platform for  people 
wishing to get into painting  
watercol- ours or to encourage those 
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TRADECRAFT CATALOGUE  AVAILABLE 
Penni Conlon has been in touch to say that the new Traidcraft Autumn  

Winter Catalogue is now available. It includes Cards 

and other Christmas items 

If you would like Penni to drop one off for you please 

email her on colonpj@btinternet.com 

 Alison 

St Marys  FOODBANK RE-OPENED 

 St Marys Church FOODBANK has re-opened on 
Saturdays between 10am and 2pm. The Coffee 
Shop remains closed.  Mavis Sharkey BIG-HELP 



 

Working with the children and young people in the parish 
 

Would you like to work with the children and young people in our 
parish? As a parish we are able to offer a variety of activities 
for children and young people from birth to 21 years old. 
These take place 6 days a week (in term time) and 
are held at both churches. We rely on volunteers to 
run the groups each week. All vol- unteers need to 
obtain a DBS Disclosure and at- tend a parish SAFE-
GUARDING course at least once every 5 years. 
Here in  
Halewood we are very for- tunate that we have 92 
people who have com- p l e t e d 
our SAFEGUARDING p r o c e -
dures and have b e e n 
authorised by HCC to work 
with the chil- dren and young 
people. How- ever, there is al-
ways a need for more leaders 
and helpers for all of our groups. 
If you are inter- ested in becoming a 
leader/helper at any of our groups, or you 
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  NOTABLE CHURCHES :  
 ARTICLES WANTED! 

Whilst travelling around on holiday or perhaps  
funerals or weddings, I have often been  
impressed by interesting churches. And so, I have 
often included articles on those churches. 
The annual pilgrimage to churches (and cakeshops) 
has featured for the last few years with the history and architecture of 
them. 
Liverpool has many interesting churches eg the Iron Church at St 
Michaels and obviously our two cathedrals. 
If on your travel, you come across one that impresses you, or has an     
interesting story, then why not take some pictures, write some words 
and SEND IT to the MAGAZINE via my Email  : 
 

colinwest9@gmail.com  
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CELEBRATE HARVEST 
 

 

Tasia has put together a YouTube version of Experience Harvest which 
we would normally run at this time of year for children from our local 
schools. 
The link below will take you to this recording which Tasia filmed  
recently at St Nicholas’. Good for children (and adults) of all ages 
Please forward to anyone else who might enjoy it 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PL5pEO5PzK6TcenS8kiCFLbt_8NFA88Stz&fbclid=IwAR3BQa1_yGZc
0Fc451o1F2iyuBZmfnoISBwkTmK3zqG5P9qP4jj3OT_W1rc 
Alison 
========================================================== 

 Kate Cooper has sent through some lovely pictures of our harvest flowers in 
church from 1,2 and 3 years ago.  Let’s pray that next year we will be back in 
our churches and enjoying some more beautiful arrange-
ments as we celebrate God’s creation and bounty. 

 STAY-AT-HOME?- -  NEED A READ? 
FREE EBOOK WEBSITES 
Gutenberg       Out of Copywright Classic Ebooks  
Archive.org      Massive collection 
Kindle    EBooks for sale 
Borrowbox  Access to library Ebooks 
Overdrive   ditto 
Bookbub   Daily Email of  ebooks  --   some free.   
 

Interesting Websites    Use search engine ECOSIA to plant TREES 
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  Same day call-out 

  Free call-out and estimate 

  All work guaranteed 

 

Call Howie or Carol Blakeborough 
 

Telephone: 0151-448 1201 Mobile: 01744 814169 

Fax: 0151 281 2508 

56 HIGHER ROAD, LIVERPOOL L25  0QQ 

SOME WEBSITES/APPs to INSTRUCT and  

EDUCATE DURING ISOLATION! 
 

HYMNARY.ORG 
 

HYMNSof PRAISE TJC app 

And of Course, one can communicate 

with Friends &  Relatives using  ZOOM 

Cloud app!  Or   try  HOUSEPARTY! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Natasia is in need of some extra volunteers on a 
Tuesday to support the work at Yew Tree Primary 
School. We are in need of someone to support the 
church craft lunch club which is every Tuesday 12:30-
1pm and also 
be an extra 
adult during 
the Drama af- ter school club 
every Tuesday 3:15-4:15pm. Please contact  

Natasia if you could offer some help, even if not every Tuesday.  

POSTPONED UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE  
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 New Clergy Canons for Liverpool Cathedral 

Bishop Paul has invited two clergy to join the College of Canons at Liverpool Cathedral. They 
are Rev Kip Crooks, Rector at St Peter's Woolton, and 
Rev Professor Daniel Jeyaraj, Daniel will be Canon 
Theologian. Bishop Paul said "Kip and Daniel are both 
incredibly well respected and will make worthy Can-
ons. Daniel’s achievements and distinguished career in 
academia will strengthen the theological learning and 
understanding in our cathedral and our diocese. Kip’s 
long service as parish priest and former Area Dean 
brings a deep pastoral understanding and wisdom that 
benefits us all. We pray for them both and look  
forward to the day we can install them as members of our College of  
Canons.” 
About Rev Kip Crooks 
I am married to Sue, and we have 3 adult children and 4 grandsons. 
I was vicar at Christ Church Ince for 10 years and have been Rector at St Peter's Woolton 
since 2003. I have been Director of Group for Urban Ministry and Leadership (GUML), Area 
Dean of Liverpool South Deanery, Chair of Governors at 2 church primary schools in Wigan, 
and at present am a foundation governor at Bishop Martin School in Woolton. 
I support LFC, love art and have exhibited drawings and paintings in the Cathedral. I was  
recently an extra in Danny Boyle's film 'Yesterday' playing the part of Father McKenzie! 
 About Rev Professor Daniel Jeyaraj 
The Reverend Professor Daniel Jeyaraj was born and raised in a multi-religious and  
multi-cultural village in Tamil Nadu (India). After the death of his father, his mother sent 
him to join the School for Deacons at the Christian Mission Service, which cares for and 
educates orphan and semi-orphan children (1977–1983). Impressed by the selfless service 
of the caretakers, Jeyaraj decided to embrace Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. This turning 
to Christ kindled his intellectual quest to understand the rele-
vance of Jesus Christ to his contemporaries. He joined the Un-
ion Biblical Seminary (UBS) in Pune and read for both the 
Bachelor of Theology and Bachelor of Divinity degrees (1984–
1991). He voluntarily filled the  
vacancy, which the sudden death of his teacher for History of 
Christianity left. And the UBS formally appointed him as a  
Lecturer for History of Christianity and charged him to interpret 
this history from socio-cultural perspectives of India. 
Simultaneously, he read for an MA in German Literature 
(Germanistik, an online course); he befriend two Indian  
teachers of the German language, who revealed to him a circle 

KIP CROOKS  

Reverend Professor 

Daniel Jeyaraj  
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of fellow Indians, who viewed Christianity as a medium to ‘destroy’ local cultures and 
ways of life. Jeyaraj’s determination to find the reasons for such views convinced him 
the indispensable necessity to  recover socio-cultural memories in the writings of Chris-
tian missionaries and make them available for further research. His pursuit took him to 
the Mission Archives of the Francke Foundations in Halle (Saale), Germany and there he 
identified manuscripts of Lutheran Pietist missionaries in Tamil, Telugu, German, English 
and Latin. Most of the Tamil and Telugu manuscripts are written on stripes of palm 
leaves. 
While in Halle (Saale), he read for Doctor of Theology degree (1995) and wrote his dis-
sertation on inculturation of the first Tamil Lutheran Church in Tranquebar (1706–
1730s). On returning to Chennai (former Madras), he taught History of Christianity at 
Gurukul Lutheran Theological College (1995–2001). At that time, he read for the Ger-
man Higher Doctorate Habilitation (Dr. theol. habil.) and wrote his dissertation on South 
Indian Religions. Thereafter he defended another doctoral degree in German Literature 
and examined the ethical impact of the Tamil people on Germans (1708). These cross-
cultural and multidisciplinary academic engagements helped him to encourage his stu-
dents in their discernment for service in the name of Christ. 
In 2001, the Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey/USA invited him as their 
John McKay Professor of World Christianity; his new academic focus introduced him to 
the changed demography of Christians, whose representatives in Sub-Saharan Africa 
and Asia, for example, produced fresh theological thinking. In 2003, he joined the  
Andover Newton Theological School near Boston/USA and became their Judson-
DeFreitas Professor for World Christianity. In the meantime, the Diocese of  
Tirunelveli, Church of South India, ordained him first as a Deacon and then a Presbyter. 
In 2008, he began his work at Liverpool Hope University as their first Professor of World 
Christianity and their Director of the Andrew Walls Centre for the Study of African and 
Asian Christianity. He is a licensed NSM at All Saints’ Stoneycroft in Old Swan, Liverpool 
and is one of the three Senior Pastors at Liverpool Hope University. His research, teach-
ing and writings examine how people have been discerning and responding to God’s 
calling in the contexts of their societies and churches; they illustrate the transformative 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that still invites people to make informed Christian 
choices for their life and work.  Prof Jeyaraj is married to Rev Dr Sheela Jeyaraj; they are 
blessed with three daughters Rebecca, Elisabeth and Ruth. 
Honorary Canons at Liverpool Cathedral 
Honorary Canons are those lay and ordained who make a particular contribution to the 
life of the church. They have few formal functions (apart from electing the Bishop, 
where they may only vote for the candidate nominated by the Crown) but much  
informal influence. The College of Canons meets twice a year, and all members of the 
College will receive an invitation from time to time to contribute of their wisdom and 
experience. In our diocese all Area Deans become, by virtue of their office, a Canon 
while the Bishop has discretion to appoint others.  The College of Canons perform many 
tasks,  including advising the Bishop. 
Taken from the Liverpool Diocesan Bulletin News 
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Having a PARTY! 

Why not hire… 
 

 

 

 

 

Kitchen 

Fa-

cilities 

Car Park-

ing 

Party Rate Or 

Assemblies 

£10 per hour 
 

ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE and  
USEFUL WEBSITES 

Avoid GOOGLE etc by using alternative 
software apps such as: 'QWANT', 
'BRAVE', 'Firefox'  as Search Engines on 
both Laptop and Tablets.  
  

 'AVAST' is not only a  Browser but also 
a Free Anti-Virus.   Rev Martyn at  
St Nicholas has used ZOOM Cloud to 
send Video/Audio of Sunday service. 
You can use ZOOM to talk to your 
friends & relatives for free.  
 'Liverpool Diocesan Bulletin' gives info 
on the cathedral, schools, events etc. 
www.Roydenhistory .co.uk is a  
gateway to St Nicholas' history. 
www.HalewoodParish .org  gives  
access to the weekly Parish Notes. 

WHY NOT TAKE AN ADVERT 
OUT IN OUR MAGAZINE? 

 

1/4 page advert is £20 for 10  
issues = £2 per issue (eg Tar-
bock Village Hall) 
 

1/2 page advert for funeral  
directors is £65 for 10 issues = 
£6.50 per issue 
 

1/2 page other is £40 for 10  
issues = £4 per  issue  
(eg Kwik Electric oven repairs) 
 
full inside page is £150 for 10 issues = £15 per issue  
 
Contact Jan Fleming at St Nicholas Centre.  487 9965 
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 Christmas Appeal Reverse Advent Calendar 
To Volunteers 
Good Afternoon to all our lovely volunteers who we love and are so blessed to have.  Due 
to the current heightened restrictions many are having to stay at home.  We realise that 
this can be very challenging, stuck at home but at the same time wanting to help out.  Well 
you can help us with circulating our Reverse Advent Calendar far and wide.  Please share 
with friends, neighbours, family, businesses, basically anyone that can help.  We were 
blessed to have an overwhelming response last year.  Unfortunately this year is likely to be 
a different story.   That is why we need as many people as possible to help.  You may not be 
in a position to donate yourself, but please don't worry about this we completely under-
stand.  Just by sharing this with others you are helping us to get the message out and lets 
make sure we can make it the best Christmas that we can for our local comvolunteers 
  

"No matter what happens in life, be good to people. Being good to people is a wonderful 
legacy to leave behind."  
 

Mavis Sharkey   
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