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Ministry Message 

There are so many things that are going on that are the last time that I will do something, and 

this is one of them. This is my last ministry message. We will take with us fond and abiding 

memories of the strength and resilience of this community as we have negotiated our way 

through this weird, difficult, and anxious time of pandemic. Seeing individual members of our 

communities rise to the occasion of great need. Our churches have catered well to grieving 

families even through tough restrictions. I have conducted some of the smallest weddings I 

have ever done at short notice. We have celebrated Easter and Christmas at a distance, and 

all of us have had a steep learning curve in using new technology. In our gathering together 

this year to celebrate Jesus’ birth we will be showing our creativity in having walking carols 

and a nativity trail (look out for those details) as we continue to be restricted in our daily ac-

tivities. And recognising that Christmas, this year probably more than previous ones, may not 

be an easy time for all of us, we will be conducting a Blue Christmas service for those who 

will be grieving lost loved ones that they weren’t able to send off in the way they would have 

liked. 

 

Though the last couple of years have been tough for all of us as we adjusted to a brand new 

situation, as a family we have enjoyed being in the midst of this community in Halewood and 

Hunts Cross and it has been a joyous journey of self-discovery for us all. We have been en-

couraged to be who we are. It has been a delight and a privilege to be part of this community 

and we shall miss you.  

 

Let us worship our Jesus this Christmas, sing carols, eat mince pies, drink mulled wine, and 

do a little bit of dancing when no-one is looking. 
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ECO news or have you noticed already? 

Most of the big Tesco stores are now collecting soft 

plastics.  That includes films and bread bags that 

would normally not be acceptable in your recycling 

bin and end up in landfill.  This particular one was in 

Penrith but there is definitely one in Tesco Prescot.  I 

haven’t visited every shop between Penrith and Pres-

cot...that would not be very good in terms of CO2 pro-

duction!  Just make sure that films from ‘wet’ foods 

are clean and shake out the bread bags. 



Notable Churches - Hexham Abbey  

We finally made our visit to Cumbria/ Northumbria after several rescheduling of dates 

thanks to COVID and then Colin’s accident.  We were booked to stay in Nent Hall, near 

Nenthead, about 20 miles from Penrith.  The journey up was really pleasant as the 

weather was lovely, and the M6 was remarkably clear of traffic.  We did a little detour to 

Sizergh Castle for coffee, stopped in Penrith to visit the castle and arrived at our desti-

nation while it was still daylight.   

On the Friday, after breakfast, we decided to visit Hexham rather than Carlisle, Keswick, 

Appleby, Brampton, Barnard Castle, Durham, Hadrian’s Wall and a myriad of possible 

walks which would probably have been a bit too challenging for us. 

We drove the scenic route across hills and moors, in drizzle, on good roads with little 

traffic.  We took advantage of the 3 hours free parking in Tesco and another car park 

was located at Waitrose a little further along the main road (not sure for how long it was 

free parking there). A fairly short walk up quite a steep hill brought us directly to the 

Moot Hall, Gaol, market place and Abbey. 

The Abbey (parish church of St Andrew) has de-

veloped every opportunity it can to appeal to visi-

tors.  The building is impressive both from out-

side and inside. The stewards greeted us and 

handed out leaflets.  Colin had a rest on some 

Victorian furniture by a Roman stone and I 

looked at the impressive floral arrangements for 

Remembrance, and the banner.  
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I had a chat with one of the stewards (she was from the Netherlands but didn’t tell me 

how she had arrived in Hexham) and we discussed Liverpool’s cathedrals, which she 

had visited, and Durham cathedral which l was able to talk about from our pilgrimages 

before she embarked on the history of the Abbey.   

Pilgrimages have taught me that fonts are of-

ten Saxon origin and the large, ornate wooden 

covers are Victorian, theirs was a Roman font, 

with some Jacobean wrought iron work and a 

Victorian cover.   

 

 

 

I’m not sure if everyone gets the offer to creep 

down the steep staircase into St Wilfrid’s crypt 

but Colin and I were allowed to explore.  The 

crypt is from the original Saxon church com-

pleted in 678, with a modern stone altar.  One 

underground passage to the crypt came from 

the original church, for use by the people and 

the other was for the use of the priest.  The stonework shows evidence 

of Roman carving so there was obviously recycling taking place! 

The site was donated to Wilfrid in 673/674 by Queen 

Etheldreda to be a Benedictine Monastery.  It was com-

pleted in 678 and Hexham Priory became a Cathedral 

with the first bishop being Trambrith. In 875 the Vikings 

arrived and did their usual looting, pillaging and de-

struction.  In 1113, Thomas II, the Archbishop of York, 

reformed the church at Hexham, endowing land and 

property, but as an Augustinian Priory.  Over the next 

hundred plus years a chancel, transepts, tower, gateway and precinct 

wall were added.  In 1296 Scottish raiders set fire to the Priory destroying shrines, 

books and relics, and the following year William Wallace (aka Braveheart) finished de-

stroying what had been left. In 1311 Robert the Bruce (we met him in Dunfermline on 

the St Andrew’s pilgrimage) ravaged Tyneside but spared the lives of the priests.  Yet 

another raid from the Scots came in 1346.  In 1404 things looked up and the church 

received it first peal of six bells.  Henry VIII did his usual bit with the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries in 1536 but the chancel and transepts survived to become the Parish 
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Church which replaced St Mary’s in 1538.  Nearly another 200 years pass and in 1725 

some workmen rediscovered the Saxon crypt while they were digging foundations for a 

buttress to support the tower.  In 1742 the bells were recast and six bells became 8 

bells.  Surprisingly the Victorians don’t seem to have done much damage. In 1821 the 

tower clock was installed with 4 faces, each 8ft in diameter. In 1898 the Reverend Sid-

ney Savage became the Rector and began improvements. 1907-8 saw the rebuilding of 

the nave to the 13th century design.  The most recent changes 

are the new Phelps organ which was installed in 1974, new 

choir stalls and a circular altar at the crossing in 1992, and St 

Wilfrid’s chapel at the east end of the north chancel aisle in 

1996.  The peal of bells expanded to 10 in 1999-2000 with the 

addition of the ‘Peace’ and ‘Millenium’ bells, cast by the White-

chapel Bell Foundry. 

By 2014 all the restoration of the medieval monastery complex, the priory building was 

complete and reunite all the buildings on the Abbey site for the first time since the Ref-

ormation, creating the ‘Big Story’ exhibition and the Rectory Cafe, and of course there 

was a retail opportunity in their shop. 

One final photo of stone coffins is included for Graham 

Eliot, as I have a clear memory of him posing for a photo 

in an upright stone coffin on one of the pilgrimages...I 

wasn’t willing to lie down in one for a photo opportunity. 

 

Linda and Colin West 

December 2021 and January 2022  
Dates for the diary 
 

From Friday 10 December. Nativity Trail around Halewood 
We are planning to decorate six pillar boxes around Halewood with knit-
ted figures depicting the nativity story. Maps and a short synopsis of 
each of the ‘stories’ will be sent out early in December 
  
Friday 10 and Sat 11 December.  
 
Crib Festival at St Nicholas’ Church 10-2pm each day 
 
If you are able to lend your crib to be part of the display please contact 
Alison Shacklady as soon as possi-
ble alison1.shacklady@btinternet.com. 
These can be of any type or size as we want to have a variety of differ-
ent cribs/nativity scenes on display 6 
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We also need some volunteers to be on duty in church to welcome visitors 
at the following times. Entry Free, Donations welcome 
 
Friday 10th December:   10 am-1.30pm 
                       
Saturday 11th December: 10am-12pm 
      
 

If you can cover any of those times please let Alison know 
 

Whilst the Crib Festival is on we are also planning to serve refreshments in 
the St Nicholas’ centre so volunteers to help with those will also be needed 
Timings as above 
Penni Conlon and the Traidcraft team will be running a stall selling Christ-
mas Traidcraft items whilst we are open and we should also have some of 
our Christmas candles on sale 
 
 
 

Sunday 12 December -Toy Services 
10.30 am St Mary’s 
11.00 am St Nicholas’ 
 

4.30pm  Carols at Tarbock Village Hall (Christmas Starts Here) 
 
 
 

Sunday 19 December 
4 or 4.30pm (Time TBC) Walking Carol Service around Halewood. There 
will be stops at each of the Pillar Box Toppers where we will sing a Carol 
and have a short reading. People can either join for the whole route, parts of 
it, or just one stop. 
 
 

Sunday 19 December 
Tractors Lit Up Christmas Convoy 
Times TBC 
Oliver Harrison’s Tractor parade, raising funds for Alder Hey will be leaving 
from Water Lane Farm and returning via Halewood. 
  
Friday 24 December- Christmas Eve 
4:30pm St. Nicholas’ crib service with Sunday School Nativity and input 
from other children’s groups 
11:30pm St. Nicholas’ midnight service 
 
 

Saturday Dec 25th - Christmas Day   
10:30am St. Mary’s   
 

Sunday 26th December - Christmas 1   
11.00 am Team service at St. Nicholas’ 
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January 2022 
 
Sunday 2 January Christmas 2 
10.30am St Mary’s Morning Worship 
11.00am St Nicholas’ Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Nicholas’ Evening Worship 
 

Wednesday 5 January 
8.00 Night Prayer Zoom online 
 

Thursday 6 January-Epiphany 
9.15am St Nicholas’ Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 9 January Epiphany 1/Baptism of Christ 
10.30 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
11.00am St Nicholas GMJC/Parade 
6.30pm St Nicholas’ Evening Worship 
 

Wednesday 12 January 
8.00 Night Prayer Zoom online 
 

Thursday 13 January 
9.15am St Nicholas’ Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 16 January -Epiphany 2 (Martyn’s last services) 
10.30am St Mary’s Morning Worship/Baptism 
11.00am St Nicholas’ Morning Worship 
6.30pm St Nicholas’ Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 19 January 
8.00 Night Prayer Zoom online 
 

Thursday 20 January 
9.15am St Nicholas’ Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 23 January- Epiphany 3 
10.30am St Mary’s GMJC 
11.00am St Nicholas’ Morning Worship 
6.30pm St Nicholas’ Evening Worship 
 

Wednesday 26 January 
8.00 Night Prayer Zoom online 
 

Thursday 27 January 
9.15am St Nicholas’ Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 30 January Epiphany 4 

TBC 
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ary and the Angel 

 

 

LOCAL WALK 

 

GRAHAM & RONNIE 

WORLD DAY PRAYER 

St Nicholas’ Church Halewood 

 

Crib Festival and Nativity Trail 

 

 
 

We will be holding a Crib Festival in St Nicholas’ Church 

Nativity Scenes, large and small, on display 

 

Friday 10 December 10-1.30pm 

Saturday 11 December 10-2.00pm 

 

Entry Free- Donations welcome 

 

Refreshments and Traidcraft stall available in the St Nicholas’ Centre 

 

There will also be maps and details available for the Pillar Box Nativity Trail 

around Halewood 

 
St Nicholas Church, Church Road, Halewood, L26 6LA 

(Parking available next to Church and Centre) 

For further information contact alison1.shacklady@btinternet.com 
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Halewood Pillar Box Nativity Trail 

From 10 December 2021 
 

Our knitted pillar box toppers are a new way of telling the Christmas Story. 

We hope you will enjoy following the trail and reading the stories of the 

birth of Jesus, God’s son, sent to be the Saviour of the world. 

 
 

1 Shops on Wood Road 

 Mary and the Angel (Luke 1: 26-38) 
God sent the Angel Gabriel to Mary in Nazareth to tell 

her that she would have a baby who would be 

God’s son. Mary was very worried about this 

as she wasn’t yet married. Gabriel explained 

how God would make this would happen. 

Mary said that she would obey God’s will. 
 

 

2 Outside Halewood Library and Health Centre 

 Joseph and the Angel (Matt 1: 18-24) 

Joseph, Mary’s fiancé was not best pleased when he found out Mary 

was expecting a baby, as he knew he wasn’t the father.He was going 

to quietly break off their engagement but God sent his Angel to Jo-

seph, in a dream. The Angel told Joseph this was all part of God’s 

plan and so Joseph went ahead and married Mary. 

 

 

3 St Mark’s Church Leathers Lane 

 The Road to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-5) 

Israel, the country, in which Mary and Joseph lived was part of the 

Roman Empire. The Emperor Augustus had ordered a census to be 

taken and people had to return to the place they came from to regis-

ter. Joseph came from Bethlehem and so he and Mary set off from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem, a journey of about 70 miles. It was very near 

the time when Mary was due to have her baby. 

 

 

4 By Convenience Shop on Bailey’s Lane 

 The Shepherds and the Angels (Luke 2: 8-20) 

Meanwhile, during the night, on the hills outside Bethlehem, a group 

of shepherds were guarding their sheep. Suddenly, the sky was filled 

with light and God’s Angel appeared to them telling them that down 

in Bethlehem town, God’s son, the Messiah, the Saviour of the world 

had been born. The angel told them exactly how to find the baby. 

They were gobsmacked! Then more and more angels appeared, sing-

ing praises to God. The shepherds dropped everything and rushed 

down to Bethlehem where they found Mary, Joseph and the baby just 

as the Angel had told them   
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5 Hollies Road / Rutland Avenue opposite Plantation School- 

 Laid in a Manger (Luke 2:6-7)  

When Mary and Joseph had arrived in Bethlehem, they found that 

there was no room for them to stay in the inn. So when Mary gave 

birth to her baby son she wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him 

in a manger, a feeding trough for animals. 

 

 

6 Okell Drive by Bus Stop opposite Torcross Way- The Wise Men (Matt 2: 1-

12) 

Hundreds of miles away to the east some learned men had been 

studying the heavens, when a bright star appeared. They knew that 

this meant that something very important was happening related to 

the birth of a great King and so they set off on a journey to find Him, 

following the star that would lead them to him. On the way, they 

made a mistake, thinking that such a great King would be born in Je-

rusalem but after meeting King Herod, who was not at all happy to 

hear what they were telling him, they eventually got back on track, 

led by the star and found Mary and Joseph and their young son, Je-

sus. They knelt down and worshipped him and presented the gifts 

they had brought: Gold; Frankincense and Myrrh. Worried about what 

Herod might do if he found the child they went back home by another 

route.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NATIVITY TRAIL MAP IS A SINGLE PAGE ATTACHMENT WITH 

THE TWO SECTIONS OF THE PARISH MAG SO IT WILL BE EASY TO 

FIND AND PRINT IF YOU WANT TO. 
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Liverpool VCs 

In Liverpool local heroes tend to be drawn from football or 
the music business or from the period when the city was 
one of Britain s greatest ports. Although it has produced 
many military heroes, only double VC winner Noel Cha-
vasse has had the recognition he deserves. James Murphy, 
in this meticulously researched and sympathetically written 
book, sets the record straight. His biographies of twenty-
three Liverpool VC winners show what extraordinary sacri-
fices the men of the city made when they were called on to 
fight for their country. He gives graphic accounts of the ex-
ploits that won them the VC, and he recalls other actions in 
which they were involved. His main purpose is to show 
these men at war, but he also provides an insight into their 
civilian lives, and he records the times they lived in. And he 
dispels the myths and corrects the errors of fact that have 

grown up around them. It was published to coincide with the unveiling of the stun-
ning memorial to Noel Chavasse, this excellent book tells to stories of 23 VCs as-
sociated with Liverpool. 

ISBN 184415780-6 available from Halewood library when Colin returns it! 

Opportunities for Volunteering 
 

Junior Church St Nicholas’ volunteers urgently needed 
Monica Sharma is taking over from Mary Carew as Leader of St Nicholas’ Junior 
Church and urgently needs some more volunteer helpers to be able to put a rota 
together. If you can help please contact Monica on monica_dharni@hotmail.com 

St Mary’s After Service Refreshments 
St Mary’s is hoping to restart teas and coffees after morning worship from next 
month. 
If you attend St Mary’s and would be willing to help with this please contact Gill 
Dover or Aileen Best 
 

Update on some of our regular groups 
Following the various Lockdowns a number of our groups and regular events 
have not yet restarted as due to changes in personal circumstances the people 
leading them have had to step down. These include:  
 Caterpillars playgroup at St Nicholas’ Centre. If anyone is interested in taking   

a lead role in this please contact Laura Fisher laura_burke_09@hotmail.co.uk 
 Vineyard Youth Club at St Nicholas Centre.  
 Thursday Morning Coffee Shop St Nicholas’ Centre.  
 Saturday Morning Coffee Shop at St Mary’s  
Anyone interested in taking a lead role in either of these please speak to Martyn 
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The Return of Liverpool Male Voice Choir. 

The first Sunday of Advent and we were treated to a concert 
from LMVC.  They told us they had not done a concert for 
about 18 months and hadn’t been able to do the concert for 
Sheila Bersin’s 90th birthday last year.  So we started with 
Happy Birthday and included Harry Birch as well. 
 

Given the weather, storm Arwen on Friday, the aftermath on 
Saturday, and the snow falling as people set out for St Mary’s 
it was a very good turnout of nearly 60 people.  Refreshments 
were served in the interval along with the potential for retail 
therapy, and of course there was a raffle. 
 

Audience participation was encouraged although there were 
some sneaky pauses in the 12 Days of Christmas which did 
catch us unawares.  A lovely way to spend a cold and snowy 
Sunday afternoon. 
 

They are performing a Carol Concert at Oakvale United Re-
form Church, Braodgreen Road, on 12th December at 1pm if 
you would like to hear them. 

Thanks to all those who helped in any way to make this so 
successful.  A total of £472.65 was raised. 
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