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Introducing Climate Sunday 
by Andy Atkins 
 
This article is taken from the Eco 
Church Connect May Edition and has 
had some of the original computer 
links edited out as they wouldn’t 
work if they’d been left in. 
 
Over the last few months, UK churches have responded to the Covid-19 crisis with 
compassion, courage, sacrifice and innovation, to show the love of Christ in practi-
cal ways.  I’m not always proud of the Church, but I’ve been moved and excited to 
see it - us - stepping up in this way.    
Sadly, though, Covid-19 is not the only or even the biggest crisis out there.  The cli-
mate crisis has been creeping up on the world for decades, and time to prevent 
widespread chaos and loss of life is running out. That’s why a broad coalition of 
Christian charities and denominations has today launched the Climate Sunday ini-
tiative - to make it easy for all churches to take action, together, in what will be a 
critical year ahead. 
The Covid-19 pandemic may have led to the postponement of the UN climate con-
ference (COP26), originally scheduled for November this year, but it has not can-
celled the climate crisis.  The drop in greenhouse gas emissions during the eco-
nomic shut down will make no real difference long term if we return to business as 
usual. Two years ago the world’s leading scientists of the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change warned that humanity had just over a decade to cut emis-
sions of greenhouse gasses steeply if we were to have even a 50/50 chance of keep-
ing global temperature rise under 1.5 degrees above the pre-industrial average.  Yet 
by early 2020, just before the pandemic, the world remained firmly on course to 
overshoot this goal by several degrees.  We were, and still are, heading for global 
climate catastrophe; and time to avoid it is exceedingly short. 
Amidst the still unfolding tragedy of Covid-19 there are positives we can grasp and 
apply to climate change: those countries that acted early on good science have suf-
fered much less; governments and people are capable of extraordinarily rapid and 
radical action if they understand the need. 
For many churches, action on climate change is not new. Quietly but in ever grow-
ing numbers, over the last few years local churches across denominations and styles 
of worship have been responding to this moral issue with creativity and determina-
tion.  More than 3,400* local churches are now registered with the main church 
greening schemes. But with the climate crisis accelerating and the UK due to host 
the rescheduled COP26 climate talks in November 2021 in Glasgow, we believe the 
time has come for all churches across the UK to pray about and act on the climate 
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crisis, as we have done in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Our vision as a coalition is to see God’s love and desire for justice manifested 
through the church on this critical issue of our age.  The need and the opportunity 
are great.  They include bringing pastoral support to a younger generation already 
experiencing climate anxiety and grief; teaching of God’s love for all his creation; 
reducing carbon emissions from church buildings, land, congregational travel and 
purchasing; serving the local community by taking part in practical projects, such as 
restoring local green space, to help them adapt; and witnessing to our God of Jus-
tice by joining wider civil society calls for a fair transition to a sustainable economy. 
The idea is very simple.  We are calling on all churches to hold a local Climate Sun-
day any time during a one year period starting on 6th September (the first Sunday 
in the annual season of Creationtide). We will provide free resources to suit every 
tradition and style of worship. During their local Climate Sunday, we invite each 
church to do one or more of three things: 

 Climate service: Hold a climate-focused service, to explore the theological and 
scientific basis of creation care and action on climate, to pray, and to commit to ac-
tion 

 Commit:  Make a commitment as a local church community to taking long term 
action to reduce its own greenhouse gas emissions.   

 Call:  Join with other churches and wider society by adding their name to a 
common call for the UK government to take much bolder action on climate 
change in this country in advance of COP26, and to strengthen its credibility to 
lead the international community to adopt a step change in action at COP26. 

 
Then, two months before the COP talks in Glasgow, on Sunday 5th September 2021, 
we will hold a national Climate Sunday event to celebrate the commitments made 
by churches at local level over the previous year.  We will also present the UK gov-
ernment with the combined commitments and calls which all local churches have 
made - to show our political leaders that they will have our support to act boldly, 
justly and compassionately on this issue.  
We cannot guarantee the outcome of COP26, but whether it is successful or not, 
the current pace of climate disruption will still require individuals and whole sectors 
of society to act fast - out of fairness to those locked in poverty, those who need 
more support to face the effects of climate change, the young and all future genera-
tions, as well as to the rest of nature. Only we Christians, and our church communi-
ties, can only do this for ourselves; no-one else can do it for us.  As followers of a 
loving and Creator God, we should be the sector of society most prepared to act 
first, boldly, in faith and service.   
The Climate Sunday initiative is there to help us in this critical year ahead for cli-
mate and the UK’s international leadership. It will help us take our next steps as lo-
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cal Christian communities, on this moral, pastoral, economic and environmental is-
sue of our generation.  And it will help us do it together, to learn from each other 
and to multiply our combined impact for good nationally and even internationally   
From today we invite every single UK church community to take part.  You can regis-
ter to receive more information and start planning your local Climate Sunday. 
Andy Atkins, 
CEO of A Rocha UK, Chair of the Climate Sunday Steering Group  
 
Climate Sunday is being organised by the CTBI’s Environmental Issues Network 
(EIN). This gathers the environmental ‘leads’ of the major denominations, some 
Christian orders, and the Christian environmental and relief and development agen-
cies. Member organisations which have already given their formal backing to the 
initiative include CAFOD, Christian Aid, Tearfund, A Rocha UK, Operation Noah, Cli-
mate Stewards, Eco-Congregation Scotland, Green Christian, the Church of England, 
the Methodist Church, the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Baptist Union of 
Wales, the United Reformed Church, The Church of Scotland, Cytûn (Churches to-
gether in Wales), the Union of Welsh Independents and the Church in Wales. 
*  By 31 May 2020, more than 3,400 of the UK’s 50,000 churches were members of 
one of the following schemes: Eco Church (England and Wales) 2,800; Eco Congre-
gation Scotland 500 and Ireland; Live Simply (Catholic Churches in England and 
Wales) 120 parishes. 
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Diocese of Livepool News 
A fresh approach for a community partnership in Knowsley 

St Gabriel’s Church in Huyton has partnered with com-
munity organisations and local independent busi-
nesses to establish Knowsley Kitchen, an initiative 
which provides a regular, sustainable fresh food deliv-
ery service to vulnerable and struggling members of 
the community in Knowsley who would otherwise not 
have access to fresh food. 
Knowsley Kitchen was launched during the height of 
the Covid-19 pandemic in April. St Gabriel’s Church 
was one of the founding partners of Knowsley Kitchen 
alongside OneKnowsley; Alchemic Kitchen (part of 
Feedback, a regional food economy project); Liverpool Independent Delivery Service (LIDS); 
Homestart Knowsley; and Torrington Drive Community Association, Halewood. 
The Knowsley Kitchen partnership aims to provide those who cannot access fresh food with 
a regular, sustainable box of fresh fruit, vegetables, and bread. In addition to this, the pro-
ject takes an educational approach to food; each box of fresh produce contains cards with 
information about the fresh produce with recipes to follow from top Liverpool chef, Dave 
Critchley. People are encouraged and inspired to cook using online videos and live ‘cook-
offs’ alongside Critchley. 
Rev. Canon Malcolm Rogers, vicar of St Gabriel’s, Huyton, said: “The need came from local 
intelligence based on our #RingOneFriend telephone networking. We were hearing re-
peated stories of barriers to food, and existing emergency food parcels which were very hit 
and miss, often containing donated items ranging from potato gnocchi to jammy dodgers. I 
even joked once with Chef Critchley whether even someone with his skill could come up 
with a nutritious meal and the answer was no.”  
Through their regular telephone conversations with the local community during the Covid-
19 lockdown, it became apparent that residents in Knowsley had “acute difficulty accessing 
fresh fruit and vegetables due to shielding, poverty or lack of nearby shops.” 
The project is run using mutual-aid principles. “The dignity of every human being is at the 
core, irrespective of ability to pay. Those who can pay are asked to. Those who can donate 
are encouraged. Those who can’t pay receive exactly the same as those who can.  Volun-
teers from churches in Knowsley are helping to deliver over 100 boxes each week, and the 
number of deliveries continues to rise.Looking to the future of the project and opportuni-
ties for further outreach, Rev. Canon Mal Rogers said: “We are currently working on ensur-
ing school-age children in the borough don’t go hungry during the summer holiday. This is 
proving to be a challenge and we are exploring various options both in terms of sustainabil-
ity and logistics. We are also looking to expand Knowsley Kitchen to other parts of the bor-
ough through the expansion of the partnership wherever possible. 
 “The project is helping people stay safe and well. It is equipping them with new skills and 
forging community links which are extremely important. Each week we receive phone calls 
of how transformational this ministry has been.  
“If anyone would like to donate a food box (£10) or a packed lunch (£4) please visit 
thelids.co.uk, click on the Shop tab and find Knowsley Kitchen.   "Thank you for your help 
and support.” 


