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MINISTRY  MESSAGE   
We are in times of change. Welcome to a moment of transition. 

As we work towards moving back into our buildings, we need to con-
template how the experience is going to be different. We will be do-
ing new things in services just as we have been doing new things in 
our lives. There is no going back to what we did previously, and 
church will not be familiar for a while. We are embracing change at a 
rate we may never have encountered before because we cannot re-
main the same. We may want to sing our praises to God, but we can-
not do this in our church buildings as we risk spreading Covid-19. So 
we must find new ways to praise. 

Over the last few months we have learned to do community digitally using Zoom. People 
are reaching out and sharing well with each other. Let’s not let go of these things or grow 
weary of them as we move forward into an uncertain future. Change and uncertainty can 
raise anxiety so we need to work hard to transmit hope by being kind, gracious, and lov-
ing. Each of us matters, so let’s look after one another.  

Though the times change, God never does, so hold on to Him. 

RECYCLED SCHOOL UNIFORM DISTRIBUTION  4th AUG 
An intrepid group of sorters and packers descended on the Arncliffe and spent a socially 
distanced three hours organising the fantastic array of donated items of uniform.  All are 
now packed into bags and labelled ready to go to new homes. 
We have already received some orders and Kat Griffin is looking after those but we have 
lots and lots of nearly new and in some cases brand new items still to pass on. Everything 
is free.  Some of the items are for specific schools in Hale-
wood but many of the things like grey skirts and trousers, 
white and blue shirts and blouses, polo shirts and blue and 
white checked dresses are acceptable items of uniform at a 
number of schools including many outside of Halewood. 
Some were collected directly from the Arncliffe Centre .    
Thanks everyone       Alison 

 From: Andy Radford 
Subject: Fwd: Bingo today at 3pm  (Thursday every week!) 
 

 Hi Alison - I am forwarding you the details of a weekly bingo event Diane 
Richardson is doing. This is in case you can think of anyone who might like 
to join in. They are very friendly. Andy 
Here are the zoom details .  Diane & Evelyn invite you to a Zoom meeting. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8893789982?
pwd=eEN3QTdNd25QVHBnSTc5REhoVEFpQT09 
Meeting ID: 889 378 9982  Passcode: BINGO 
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Farmer plants thousands of sunflowers in tribute to the NHS 
A Merseyside farmer has 
planted thousands of sun-
flowers to pay a unique 
floral tribute to NHS staff. 

In April during the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic, 
farmer Olly Harrison, 39, 
decided to spread thou-
sands of seeds on his ce-
real farm in Tarbock to 
create a large-scale flower 
installation in honour of 
key workers. 

Inspired by a trip to the 
Ukraine a few years ago, 
Olly has grown sunflowers 
for several years and donated the money from selling the plants to charities, such as Liver-
pool Sunflowers Cancer Care Centre. 

As the country came together to Clap For Carers every week, the owner of Water Lane 
Farm wanted to show his gratitude for key workers by "saying it with sunflowers". 

From an aerial view, 200ft high letters that now read NHS can be seen across an acre of 
farmland. 

And residents can also explore 17 acres of sunflowers - equivalent to over 12 football 
pitches - planted to create a maze for families to visit, with half the proceeds of tickets 
sales being donated to NHS charities and its charitable partners. 

Olly told the ECHO: "I've done something like this every year. I did actually try to grow a 
maze in 2018 but we had a drought that year, so I thought we could try that now. 

"It was at the time of Clap for Carers and we wanted to do something for NHS staff too, so 
thought we’d say it with sunflowers. 

"I planted these sunflowers during what felt like the peak of summer, where we experi-
enced a long spell of beautiful hot weather. 

"While most people enjoy the sunshine I wasn’t sure if the seedlings would make it. How-
ever, they have and here there are - a beautiful symbol of hope." 

Olly said creating the installation and growing the sunflowers was "a nightmare" at first, 
as the team of 10 was relying on a drone and a GPS to outline the shape of the letters. 

Other challenges faced were being unable to see where the seeds had been sewn in the 
dry weather and weeds growing at a faster rate than the sunflowers, which was resolved 
with advice given by a friend. 

Olly said he admires the hard work NHS staff and key workers do and hopes residents 
come to visit the sunflowers while they still can. 
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He said: "I've been looked after by the NHS, I have a pre-existing health condition and 
I admire people who want to be doctors, nurses and other roles in the NHS and their 
hard work. 

"Especially with Covid, they’ve been putting themselves in a dangerous environment. 
When you walk through a sunflower field it makes you happy and this has all been 
really positive. 

"Although we still haven’t beaten the virus, we are now able to enjoy more freedoms 
and I hope that families will join us to enjoy the sunflowers this summer." 

Water Lane Farm has already welcomed hundreds of residents over the past couple 
of days to visit its spectacular sunflowers. 

Due to the length of the flowering season being determined by British weather, Olly 
is also encouraging people not to leave it too late to see them. 

He said: "People have been commenting online saying they’re planning to come over 
the summer, but sunflowers don't flower forever. They may only have a week left." 

Entry price is £25 per car and tickets have been released up until Wednesday, July 29. 
From there, more days will be announced depending on the condition of the sunflow-
ers. 

Five minute slots are available to adhere to social distancing guidelines and the maze 
is not complex in order to avoid groups gathering and losing their bearings in differ-
ent sections. 

Children visiting can also participate in a quiz and spot figures of NHS doctors and 
nurses around the maze, winning a sunflower to take home if they find them all. 

During lockdown, Ollie has also been filming and posting about life on the farm on 
social media with the hashtag #lockdownlearning, which schools have used to help 
educate pupils who are distant learning. 

Shelley Powell, Knowsley Council ’s cabinet member for communities and neighbour-
hoods, said: "Farmer Olly Harrison is a 
great example of Knowsley Better To-
gether where communities are coming 
together and supporting one another in 
whatever way they can. 

"I have eagerly awaited the arrival of 
the sunflowers and they don’t disap-
point – they are a beautiful show of 
support for NHS staff and residents." 

Now over £50K to go to 
NHS Charities! 
 

By   Jess Molyneux Community  

Reporter   liverpoolecho.co.uk 
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Saturday Coffee@St Mary’s 
It’s nearly six years ago since the new shopping centre opened in Halewood 

and members at the St Mary’s felt that this was a great opportunity to reach 
out to our local community.  As our building is used during the week for the 
nursery for under fives and the care centre for the elderly, the best time 
available was Saturdays.  We decided to open the building up and invite lo-
cal people to join us for nominally priced coffee and cakes.  We were imme-
diately successful and the offer was soon extended to include bacon 

sandwiches and toasted teacakes.  We have a regular clien-

tele both from our churches and the community as well as occa-
sional visitors. We are staffed completely by vol- unteers from 
both our churches and the community, who do approxi-
mately one duty per month.  However, we are always 
willing to take on new volunteers, so why not call in 
one Saturday between 10.30am and 12.30pm for 

  

CHRIS- TIAN AID LENT - COUNT YOUR 
BLESS- INGS 2020 

There are some “Count Your Blessings” leaflets at the 
back of St Nicholas and St Mary’s Churches. 
The idea is to do something positive in Lent rather than “giving 
something up”.  The focus for this year is Climate Change which is an  
important subject  for all of us. 
The leaflets include daily reflections and prayers as well as suggestions 
for raising some money for Christian Aid to help those in the world less 
fortunate than us. 
There are adult and children’s versions and more can be ordered from 

St Nicholas Painting 
Club 

 

The club meets each month on Mondays 
from 1.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St Nicho-
las Centre, Church Road .  The aim 
of the club is to be a platform for  people 
wishing to get into painting  
watercol- ours or to encourage those 
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QUOTE of the MONTH 
What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 
WH Davies  (Welsh Tramp and Poet, 1871—1930) 

 

  KNOWSLEY FOODBANKS CHANGES 
The Saturday foodbank at St Mary’s is closing with immediate effect (April 2020) and 
those needing help will instead use the food distribution/foodbank hubs being set up 
by the Council at Arncliffe and New Hutte. 
Any food donations should now be taken to Arncliffe between 12 and 2 on Saturdays  
Can you please pass this message on to others who might need to know 

What can I recycle at Currys? 
Free recycling in-store.  

Whenever you like, and without buying anything new, you can also take to your local Currys PC World store any 
electricals or electronics you no longer want for free recycling . We accept everything from computers to toast-
ers, and floor cleaners to TVs, whether bought from us or someone else. But check first! 



 

Working with the children and young people in the parish 
 

Would you like to work with the children and young people in our 
parish? As a parish we are able to offer a variety of activities 
for children and young people from birth to 21 years old. 
These take place 6 days a week (in term time) and 
are held at both churches. We rely on volunteers to 
run the groups each week. All vol- unteers need to 
obtain a DBS Disclosure and at- tend a parish SAFE-
GUARDING course at least once every 5 years. 
Here in  
Halewood we are very for- tunate that we have 92 
people who have com- p l e t e d 
our SAFEGUARDING p r o c e -
dures and have b e e n 
authorised by HCC to work 
with the chil- dren and young 
people. How- ever, there is al-
ways a need for more leaders 
and helpers for all of our groups. 
If you are inter- ested in becoming a 
leader/helper at any of our groups, or you 
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  NOTABLE CHURCHES :  
 ARTICLES WANTED! 

Whilst travelling around on holiday or perhaps  
funerals or weddings, I have often been  
impressed by interesting churches. And so, I have 
often included articles on those churches. 
The annual pilgrimage to churches (and cakeshops) 
has featured for the last few years with the history and architecture of 
them. 
Liverpool has many interesting churches eg the Iron Church at St 
Michaels and obviously our two cathedrals. 
If on your travel, you come across one that impresses you, or has an     
interesting story, then why not take some pictures, write some words 
and SEND IT to the MAGAZINE via my Email  : 
 

colinwest9@gmail.com  
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NOTICES 
 

Used Postage Stamps  
We are collecting used postage stamps for CLIC Sargent a chil-dren’s cancer 
charity. There will be a box in each church and at the St Nicholas Centre. 
Please just tear the corners, with the used stamps, from your envelopes and 
leave them in one of the boxes. 
 

 

HEDDS – Halewood Employment, Debt and Digital Support service run by 

the Big Help Project, offers a free and confidential service 
 

12 noon  – 2pm  Saturday 
New Hutte Community Centre, Lakenheath Rd 
Arncliffe Centre. 

Please pop in to any of the sessions to see how we can help.  

For more info please contact Sue 0151 482 6089 or 07731789794 or 

email sue.torpey@big-help.info 

JAM Club Scissors 
The big box with lots of children's scissors in it has been missing since well before Christ-
mas. If you have any idea what might have happened to it, could you please let Elaine or 
Pam know, as it's very difficult to do craft with the children without scissors. 
 

Net Curtains 
Can anybody make use of 6 metres of net curtain, drop 45 inches, in a delicate butterfly 
pattern? Free!! 
Pam Boffey (486 6766) 

 STAY-AT-HOME?--  NEED A READ? FREE EBOOK WEBSITES 
Gutenberg       Out of Copywright Classic Ebooks  
Archive.org      Massive collection 
Kindle    EBooks for sale 
Borrowbox  Access to library Ebooks 
Overdrive   ditto 
Bookbub   Daily Email of  ebooks  --   some free.   
 

Interesting Websites 
PLANTLIFE.org.uk 
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  Same day call-out 

  Free call-out and estimate 

  All work guaranteed 

 

Call Howie or Carol Blakeborough 
 

Telephone: 0151-448 1201 Mobile: 01744 814169 

Fax: 0151 281 2508 

56 HIGHER ROAD, LIVERPOOL L25  0QQ 

SOME WEBSITES/APPs to INSTRUCT and  

EDUCATE DURING ISOLATION! 
 

HYMNARY.ORG 
 

HYMNSof PRAISE TJC app 

And of Course, one can communicate 

with Friends &  Relatives using  ZOOM 

Cloud app!  Or   try  HOUSEPARTY! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Natasia is in need of some extra volunteers on a 
Tuesday to support the work at Yew Tree Primary 
School. We are in need of someone to support the 
church craft lunch club which is every Tuesday 12:30-
1pm and also 
be an extra 
adult during 
the Drama af- ter school club 
every Tuesday 3:15-4:15pm. Please contact  

Natasia if you could offer some help, even if not every Tuesday.  

POSTPONED UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE  
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
An Indian businessman converts office into coronavirus ward    

29/07/2020  
A man adjusts a bed inside the office of 
Indian businessman Kadar Shaikh, who 
converted his business premises into a 
cornavirus ward for the poor after  
recovering from the illness. 

Surat (India) (AFP) 
An Indian businessman who recovered 
from coronavirus has converted his  
office into an 85-bed facility to provide 
free treatment for the poor. 
The coronavirus epidemic is still raging 
in the world's second-most populous nation, with the number of infections passing 1.5 mil-
lion on Wednesday, and almost 35,000 deaths. 
With public hospitals struggling to cope, Kadar Shaikh spent 20 days in a private clinic last 
month in the western city of Surat -- and was horrified by the bill. 
"The cost of treatment at a private hospital was huge. How could poor people afford such 
treatment?" property developer Shaikh told AFP. 
"So I decided to do something and contribute in the fight against the deadly virus." 
Once back on his feet, Shaikh secured approval from local authorities to convert his 30,000-
square-feet (2,800-square-metre) office premises. 
The government provides and pays for the staff, medical equipment and medicine, while 
Shaikh bought the beds and bears the cost of bed linen and electricity. 
Anyone can be admitted, he said, regardless of "caste, creed or religion". 

Taken from France24.com 
NB.  India does not have a fully Free Healthcare system. Each state is responsible for its  

provision.  There are some Free (Public) hospitals but around 2/3 rds of Indians have to pay 
for Private Healthcare Hospitals.  

COVER PHOTO of SUE & NICK 

Carol Blakeborough has sent this lovely 
photo of Sue and Nick receiving their 
flowers. 

Their beautiful display was done by 
Linda West.  

Alison 
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Having a PARTY! 

Why not hire… 
 

 

 

 

 

Kitchen 

Fa-

cilities 

Car Park-

ing 

Party Rate Or 

Assemblies 

£10 per hour 
 

ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE and  
USEFUL WEBSITES 

Avoid GOOGLE etc by using alternative 
software apps such as: 'QWANT', 
'BRAVE', 'Firefox'  as Search Engines on 
both Laptop and Tablets.  
  

 'AVAST' is not only a  Browser but also 
a Free Anti-Virus.   Rev Martyn at  
St Nicholas has used ZOOM Cloud to 
send Video/Audio of Sunday service. 
You can use ZOOM to talk to your 
friends & relatives for free.  
 'Liverpool Diocesan Bulletin' gives info 
on the cathedral, schools, events etc. 
www.Roydenhistory .co.uk is a  
gateway to St Nicholas' history. 
www.HalewoodParish .org  gives  
access to the weekly Parish Notes. 

WHY NOT TAKE AN ADVERT 
OUT IN OUR MAGAZINE? 

 

1/4 page advert is £20 for 10  
issues = £2 per issue (eg Tar-
bock Village Hall) 
 

1/2 page advert for funeral  
directors is £65 for 10 issues = 
£6.50 per issue 
 

1/2 page other is £40 for 10  
issues = £4 per  issue  
(eg Kwik Electric oven repairs) 
 
full inside page is £150 for 10 issues = £15 per issue  
 
Contact Jan Fleming at St Nicholas Centre.  487 9965 
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Gertrude Riding OBE  
 

Gertrude Riding was born in Gateacre on 

25th June 1891. Later the family moved to 

number 19 Baileys Lane, Halewood. 

Gertrude completed her nurse training in 

1913 at West Derby Union Infirmary, Mill 

Road Hospital, just in time for the horrors of 

World War One during which she performed 

“several notable actions”.  She became  

assistant matron at Mill Road in 1921 and 

then matron in 1927.  
 

On the 21st December 1940 when the nurses 

home at Mill Road was partly demolished by 

a bomb, Miss Riding, despite the precarious state of the building which was liable to 

collapse, and with no thought of her own safety, bravely searched the whole of the 

premises to ensure no one was trapped inside.  
 

It was however the land mine which demolished Mill Road hospital which earned Miss 

Riding her Order of The British Empire. On 3rd May 1941, Mill Road which was a 

huge hospital with 700 beds, was hit at 11.40 pm. Miss Riding received severe injuries 

including to her eye, thus hindering her sight. (She later lost the eye) however her inju-

ries didn’t stop her going to the aid of her colleagues. An auxiliary nurse was first re-

leased from the debris under which she had been trapped and then Miss Riding helped 

the hospital Chaplain before collapsing herself from her injuries. 
 

 There were more than 78 people killed that night including mothers and young babies 

in the maternity ward. It is said that many more casualties could not be recovered from 

under the debris because of the resultant fires and heat, so the true losses were sadly 

never known. It is said that the remains of the building were concreted over. The hospi-

tal was so badly damaged that it was 5 years before it was able once again to function 

and receive in - patients. 
 

Miss Riding after recovering from her injuries, convalesced 

in Tarporley. Her heroic actions under duress had not gone 

unnoticed however and she was awarded the OBE for 

“Brave conduct in civil defence” and her hospital superin-

tendent, Leonard Findlay, who worked tirelessly for 36 

hours to save lives, was awarded the George Cross, also be-

cause of his heroism that night. 
 

Like a true nurse, Miss Riding was dedicated to her  

profession and despite her injuries and the loss of her eye, 

carried on working and later became matron at Alder Hey 

Hospital. Gertrude Riding died on 13th January 1975. She 

is buried in our Church graveyard along with her Father. 
Text by Pam Beesley and pics from Channel 5: The Blitz 
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CORONAVIRUS and the VIRTUAL CHURCH 
The advent of coronavirus has forced all Churches (and most other buildings) to be closed 
because people have to practise  'Social Distancing' ie to keep 2 metres distance between 
them and other people. Many people, particularly OAPs, are urged to 'Stay at Home' for  
upto 12 weeks.  Hence, Rev Martyn Woodsford has invoked Technology to continue ser-
vices from home, using the ZOOM app on laptops, tablets and smartphones. Zoom allows 
Martyn to create a 'Waiting Room' on his screen and to view up to 100 homes simultane-
ously. The congregation can see Martyn on their screens. Though initially there were some 
hiccups when some were unable to logon  -- our first attempt failed and the second had 
vision but no sound! However,  Martyn announced at Easter that he had 69 homes on 
screen! Nicola Hutton and family kindly provided the music for the hymns. 

Martyn presented Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Sunday Services. Using Emails, Mar-
tyn (and Alison) communicate the service materials and also some extra materials such as 
worksheets, colouring sheets etc and also the Church Magazine (as a PDF). 

In parallel, Rev Andrew Radford (based at St Hildas) has put a YOUTUBE service system in 

place for St Hildas parishoners --  information via email. 

Volunteers Needed.  
 

 Male or female volunteers are welcome 
to join the 'Coffee Shop' rota at St 
Nicholas' Centre on Thurs- day 
mornings  10am - 12 noon 

(set up 9.30am). If in-
terested please call 

Exploring Faith Groups. 
We currently have three 
groups meeting on a weekly 
basis where we explore the 
bible and discuss how God's 
word ap- plies to our own lives. 
If you are interested in exploring 
your faith in a small informal group then please contact 
Vanessa Harri- son on ness.harrison@gmail.com 
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‘Lockdown Open Recipes’   Week 1 
The plan is each week to send recipes for you to enjoy a three course meal plus hopefully 
a cocktail or some other sort of drink.   So here are your first two courses for this week 

Starter 
Broccoli and  
Stilton Soup 
This recipe was shared 
recently by an old 
school friend, Georgie 
Ball, in our old Calder 
Girls’ Whatsapp group. 
It came about because 
another member of 
the group had had a 
bit of a ‘mishap’ with 
her Tesco online order 
and ended up with 
rather more broccoli 
than she had been  
expecting!  
 
 

Main Course 
Spicy Beef  
Casserole 
This is one of Olive  
Harrison’s tried and 
tested recipes and 
she  explains some-
thing about its 
provenance on the  
recipe itself. 
 

More to follow 
Alison 
 



So if you still have room here is your dessert recipe and not one but two versions of it 
 
Banoffee Pie 
The first recipe is from Madeleine Cox who says that her daughter Rebecca and  son in 
law Julian have this week 
celebrated their silver wed-
ding anniversary She says 
they are one of the very few 
couples to be married at 
St.Marys. It was the year of 
the long heatwave summer. 
They met as students doing 
a holiday job at a Methodist 
holiday hotel in the Wye Val-
ley, Lindores.  It was here 
that they first came across 
this Banoffee Pie recipe 
which went on to become a 
firm family favourite and 
which has also made many 
appearances at buffets pro-
vided by St Mary’s for vari-
ous celebrations and other 
occasions over the years 
The second variation is from 
Gill Muir 
So you can take your 
pick (or why not try 
both?) 
 
Finally our Cocktail rec-
ipe also comes from 
Georgie Ball who 
swears ‘There’s nothing 
like a Classic Mojito!) 
Enjoy and remember to 
let me have your reci-
pes for future weeks   
 

Thanks everyone 
Alison 
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