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STOP PRESS! 
 

Poly Tunnels  

vandalised by yobs....  

Not for the first 

time... 



   COLIN AND JEAN’S 2000 VISIT TO NEW ENGLAND U.S.A. 

WITH 2021 UPDATE      
over 20 years ago Colin saw an advert in “The 

Church Times” which we responded to and 2000 

saw us in Connecticut staying with Nancy in 

her lovely house.   So how did this happen? 

Well the FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH OF OLD LYME  supported  

THE CHILDREN’S STOREFRONT  SCHOOL 

IN HARLEM and raised funds to send pupils to 

summer camp each year.   By inviting people 

like ourselves to travel to U.S.A. and stay in 

congregation members’ houses and engage in 

numerous activities; they were able to pay for 

young people to go to camp.  To tell you more 

about this trip would require another article 

(which I am more than happy to do on another occasion). 

We have been in touch with Nancy who we stayed with and Judy and Phil 

who helped to organise the trips ever since.   Recently I have been correspond-

ing with Judy and this culminated in my email to her after watching Jo Bi-

den’s inauguration and her reply to us. 

I wondered whether you would like to share this correspondence to give you a 

first hand look at how the recent events have affected an ordinary member 

of a church congregation  

In America and an ordinary member of this congregation here in Halewood. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

THE EMAILS 
Dear Judy, 

We watched every moment of Jo's inauguration; beginning with a split screen showing 

Trump leaving and guests arriving. 

I cried all the way through Barak's inauguration with the overwhelming feeling that this 

was a momentous significant day and we are still watching film of his term in office.   I 

didn't think that moment could be topped BUT IT WAS. 
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We are only just beginning to know of Jo's life and feel in awe of his determination to 

continue to find the will of God for himself.   Because he has had to wait for this mo-

ment he has gathered wisdom and experience which are the assets needed for his time 

ahead. 

He obviously has had to suffer and endure great sadness and loss and I believe this has 

resulted in passion and understanding for the suffering of others. Appealing to the spirit 

of the past and the spirit of the present and reaching out to the world to see in him and 

you a willingness to begin afresh and to renew what has gone before. 

This is a very small world and we are only just beginning to understand our real inter-

connectedness.   Your joy is our joy,your struggle is our struggle but at this moment in 

time your celebration is our celebration. 

I will say bye for now on that positive note knowing that the work is just beginning. 

All our Love 

Jean and Colin xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From: Judith Simmons          

Dear Jean and Colin, 

What a wonderful, wonderful note!  I have read it over and over, just for the joy it 

brings me. For the majority of the country, a giant sigh of relief could be heard.  In my 

lifetime, starting a year before FDR took office, there has never been a president with as 

much experience in knowing how to run a country as Joe Biden.  He has a massive job 

ahead of him and it is going to be difficult, but I hope he can bring some partisanship 

back to the country, at least, and firm up our tattered relationships with our allies. 

 Inauguration Day itself was glorious!  In my mind, less is much better.  Joe's speech was 

short and to the point.  He talked to all of us; those with some responsibilities in gov-

ernment, but also the everyday, run-of-the-mill citizens who make up the vast majority 

of those living in the USA.  Lady Gaga sang "The Star Spangled Banner" as it should be 

sung with a beautiful voice and a graceful gesture to our flag waving above us in the 

breeze. The 22 year old poet wrapped all of our feelings in beautiful prose, tied  it with a 

bow and handed it back to us.  What a gift she has!   Other things that caught my atten-

tion: the camaraderie and joy shown by the Biden and Emhoff families as they walked 
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to the White House together, the attention to detail, the inclusion of all people in the 

world by this new president, the laying of the wreath at Arlington Cemetery by Biden, 

Obama, and Bush (W), the amazing fireworks display for all to enjoy instead of formal 

balls for the chosen few.  There was one more image that brought tears to my eyes on 

that very happy day:  a lone soldier playing taps at the grave of Beau Biden, Joe's son. 

One last thought:  They started the day on their knees, thanking the Lord for blessing 

them.  There are still those of us who know that church is important. Joe Biden  and 

his group hit all the right notes as far as I'm concerned!  I am so happy you were as 

mesmerized as I was. thank you for sharing your feelings with me.  I hope you don't 

mind if I share your letter with some friends.  It is too good not to be shared. 

Please be careful.  The virus is still there and causing death and destruction.  tonight 

they said that one person in the USA dies from COVID every 30 seconds!!! 

Let's keep our conversations going. 

With love to the two of you, 

Judy   
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Tractor Postcards for sale 
Ollie Harrison has 
had a postcard  
produced as a   
reminder  of  
December’s  
Tractor   Convoy. 
These are being 
sold at £1, each 
with proceeds going to Alder Hey Children’s 
hospital  I have a supply of these so if you would like to buy any please let 
me know and I’ll do my best to get them to you.  (The colours on the first 
of these pictures with the bluer sky are closest to the original). 
 

The wording says ‘Let light shine out of the darkness’ 
 
Thanks  Alison 



Who Will Save the Food Timeline? 
The internet’s most comprehensive archive of food history —  by 

 librarian Lynne Olver.  Needs a new custodianIn the timeline of hu-
man civilization, here’s roughly how things shook out: First, there 
was fire, water, ice, and salt. Then we started cooking up and 
chowing down on oysters, scallops, horsemeat, mushrooms, in-
sects, and frogs, in that general chronological order. Fatty almonds 
and sweet cherries found their way into our diet before walnuts 
and apples did, but it would be thousands of years until we made ice cream or a truly good  
apple pie.   This is, more or less, the history of human eating habits for 20,000 years, and 
right now, you can find it all cataloged on the Food Timeline, an archival trove of food his-
tory hiding. Food Timeline happens to be the single most comprehensive inventory of food 
knowledge on the internet, with thousands upon thousands of pages of primary sources, 
cross-checked research, and obsessively detailed food history presented in chronological 
ordercompany/restaurant web sites.” Lynne Olver’s massive collection will be held by  

Virginia Tech University after her death in 2015.   Taken from EATER.com 
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Aitzaz Hasan: Pakistan teenager killed when he stopped a bomber     

9 January 2014     THE GOOD SAMARITAN  
Tributes have been pouring in for a Pakistani teenager 
who was killed when he tackled a suicide bomber target-
ing his school in the Hangu area.   

Aitzaz Hasan, 15, was with friends outside school when 
they spotted a man wearing a suicide vest. 

Despite the pleas of his fellow students, he decided to 
confront and capture the bomber who then detonated his vest, his cousin told the BBC.  
Aitzaz is being hailed as a hero in an outpouring of praise on social media.  There have even 
been calls for him to receive the army's highest honour awarded to those who have sacri-
ficed their life for their country, though it is unclear if he would be qualified to receive it as 
a civilian. There were almost 2,000 students in attendance at the time of the attack, media 
reports say. 

"My cousin sacrificed his life saving his school and hundreds of students and school  

fellows," his cousin Mudassar Hassan Bangish told the BBC's Aleem Maqbool. 

"Aitzaz told them 'I'm going to stop him. He is going to school to kill my friends'. He wanted 
to capture this suicide bomber. He wanted to stop [him]. Meanwhile the suicide bomber 
blasted himself which resulted in the death of my cousin," Mr Bangish said.described Aitzaz 
as "brave.  His family insist that rather than focus on the sorrow brought about by his 
death, they want to focus on their pride in his actions. 

"My son made his mother cry, but saved hundreds of mothers from crying for their  

children," Mujahid Ali, Atzaz's father is quoted as saying.   Taken from BBC News 


