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MINISTRY MESSAGE by Matthew Hargreaves 
 

Halewood and Hunts Cross!  It’s a real privilege to be able 
to share the Ministry Message this month.  What a month 
too!  It would have been lovely to write about signs of 
faith from a holiday destination or a great event, but we 
have all been through a lockdown, a time, as we are re-
minded that is unprecedented.  Does that mean we have 
nothing to be thankful for?  Has God been in lockdown?  
Absolutely not…the Spirit of God is always unleashed and 
free and His glory still shines everywhere.  I wonder, have 
you felt closer to God this past twelve weeks?  Have you 
re-connected in a way you didn’t expect?  This attitude of 
gratitude is something I think would be a fantastic theme 
to start this new month of June off with.  
 

I wonder who remembers Pollyanna?  Any Hayley Mills fans or are you sat reading this, 
wondering who an earth Pollyanna or Hayley Mills is?!  Pollyanna was a 12 year old girl, 
an orphan of missionary parents who had to go and live with her strict Aunt Polly in Har-
rington, a small town in America.  Aunt Polly was a ‘somebody’ because of her wealth 
and what she said really was law in that town…more out of fear than anything else.  The 
book and the film are one of those fantastic heart warmers and tear jerkers all at the 
same time.  If you haven’t already, it’s well worth a watch on one of your lockdown af-
ternoons.  Now why am I wittering on about Pollyanna?  I’m not just reminiscing about 
my childhood - there is something Pollyanna did that is so important for us today and 
everyday.  No matter what the situation was, Pollyanna was cheerful, personable and 
radically optimistic.  Her favourite pass time, despite having lots to be down about, was: 
‘The Glad Game’.  She often wondered, what can you be ‘glad about’ …even when the 
world seems locked down or unfair.  As the story progresses, her effervescence converts 
a hypochondriac, a bad-tempered Minister, a recluse and finally, her Aunt, all into ‘Glad 
game enthusiasts’.  By the end of the film, there is an outpouring of love that changes 
the town and everyone’s lives. 
 

Each Thursday recently, our country has stood at their front doors and clapped, banged 
pans and made music as a thank you to the NHS and caring services.  It might be week 
after week that this has happened, but every time, you constantly hear how ‘glad’ and 
how grateful the keyworkers are for the nation’s appreciation.  Even NHS staff clap for 
their colleagues to show their gratitude for each other.  So, here is the challenge.  What 
are you grateful for?  Have you paused recently amidst the negative and worrying news 
headlines to ask which chink of light can you see and what warmth can you feel? 
 

There is a picture (see over page) I absolutely love designed by a Christian artist – it’s  
included here.  There is a group of superheroes all looking magnificent.  Batman is    
missing for me, but never mind… just look closely at them.  
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Superheroes spend 
their life fighting the 
darkness to bring 
justice to an unjust 
world.  They don’t 
spend their days wal-
lowing but face the 
day with hope and a 
determination to 
make things better.  
Pollyanna was a su-
perhero; the NHS 
and other Keywork-
ers are superheroes 
during this time of 

corona and I’m sure will continue to be in the future.  The biggest question though for me 
is: have we actually noticed?  Have we played the glad-game today already or did we play 
it yesterday; counting our blessings and being grateful for the people who served us in 
Tesco or Aldi, for the postie who delivered that card a friend sent us?  Have we stopped 
to notice someone who has done something for us that has made a difference to our 
lives?  Who is the person who makes us giggle on WhatsApp or takes the time to tele-
phone, the person who collected an extra loaf when shopping and left it on our doorstep 
or organised that surprise lockdown birthday Zoom? 

It’s not always easy to play the glad-game.  Over this past two weeks, for family reasons 
some of you may be aware of, I’ve found my emotions going from glad to bad and back to 
glad again as a constant cycle.  In the Bible we are taught in Psalm 118 ‘This is the day the 
Lord has made; we should rejoice and be glad in it.’  Rejoicing in a time of corona?  Of un-
certainty?  Life can really challenge us and knock the wind out of our sails, but the Bible is 
clear that ‘every day deserves a chance’ because THIS IS the day the Lord has made.  We 
are children of God and God never takes a holiday.  We have a Saviour in Jesus who 
taught us to fully rely on our heavenly Father, who promises to hear our prayers and tells 
us to be still with Him, to rejoice trusting Him, asking, bringing our worries and petitions 
to Him and then moving forward full of the confidence in the one who made this day and 
every day. 

What is most amazing about today, is that tomorrow there is a brand new one around 
the corner.  An unsoiled, untouched, unchartered, unused day, so full of potential.  Yes-
terday has gone, whoops what happened to yesterday?!  We can’t go back but we can go 
forward, together with God and the Spirit of God that fills each one of us. 

At the bottom of the picture that I love so much are these words: ‘Find yourself and you 
will find a hero is born.’  On a Thursday we clap for the NHS and the carers around the 
country.  The final challenge I want to leave us with this morning is: how will you be a 
hero today?  What small action can you do today as a praise offering to God that will 



3 

make a difference in the lives of another?  When someone is playing the glad-game to-
day, will they think of you and thank God for your actions and in doing so bring that 
glory back to Him?  Just remember, we are all heroes for God when we let our lights 
shine.  Heroes also don’t often work alone, they work in groups.  Just think what a dif-
ference lockdown becomes when we all become heroes for God and become inten-
tional to make a difference.  Heavenly teamwork, light beams coming together to cre-
ate illumination.  
 

1 Chronicles 16: 34 - Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!  His faithful love en-

dures forever.  God is good to us, His love new every morning.  Once we realise this, we 

should spread that love. 
 

Colossians 3: 15 - 15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For 

as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.  De-

spite our worry and anxiety for our health and the health of our loved ones, God will 

meet us in prayer and place a peace in our hearts that turns to thankfulness. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 - 16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in 

all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.  Once 

prayer and the glad-game becomes part of our lives, we will always be thankful and in-

tentional. 
 

Philippians 4: 6-7 -  Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell 

God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience 

God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your 

hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.  Ask God but also thank Him.  Stop and 

remember to thank the heroes in your life too. 
 

Psalm 50: 14 - Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God, and keep the vows you made 

to the Most High.  Be intentional.  Make it a daily sacrifice to be a hero to someone else 

in a small or big way. 

 

Jonah 2: 9 - But I will offer sacrifices to you with songs of praise, and I will fulfil all 

my vows.  For my salvation comes from the Lord alone.”  Once we say we want to 

take part in God’s glad-game, ask God to awaken that Spirit of Truth within you to fulfil 

that vow…no matter what our mood or circumstance.  Cry but then trust and turn the 

cries into praise. 

 

So… first of all, look around your house, your garden if you have one, your work-

place if you are going and play the glad game.  Let the light shine in your life then let 

that light radiate for others.  Thank God for the blessings however tiny.  Secondly, 

think about those heroes who have already made a difference to your life this week or 

even today.  Tell them and thank God for them.  Thirdly be a hero and do it simply 

because ‘this is the day the Lord has made, rejoice and be glad in it.’  Bring the light 

and joy of your faith in Jesus to others: look inside yourself, see the Spirit of God liv-

ing there gives you courage and realise a hero for God, a new creation, has been 

born. 

Have a fantastic June! 
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Saturday Coffee@St Mary’s 
It’s nearly six years ago since the new shopping centre opened in Halewood 

and members at the St Mary’s felt that this was a great opportunity to reach 
out to our local community.  As our building is used during the week for the 
nursery for under fives and the care centre for the elderly, the best time 
available was Saturdays.  We decided to open the building up and invite lo-
cal people to join us for nominally priced coffee and cakes.  We were imme-
diately successful and the offer was soon extended to include bacon 

sandwiches and toasted teacakes.  We have a regular clien-

tele both from our churches and the community as well as occa-
sional visitors. We are staffed completely by vol- unteers from 
both our churches and the community, who do approxi-
mately one duty per month.  However, we are always 
willing to take on new volunteers, so why not call in 
one Saturday between 10.30am and 12.30pm for 

  

CHRIS- TIAN AID LENT - COUNT YOUR 
BLESS- INGS 2020 

There are some “Count Your Blessings” leaflets at the 
back of St Nicholas and St Mary’s Churches. 
The idea is to do something positive in Lent rather than “giving 
something up”.  The focus for this year is Climate Change which is an  
important subject  for all of us. 
The leaflets include daily reflections and prayers as well as suggestions 
for raising some money for Christian Aid to help those in the world less 
fortunate than us. 
There are adult and children’s versions and more can be ordered from 

St Nicholas Painting 
Club 

 

The club meets each month on Mondays 
from 1.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St Nicho-
las Centre, Church Road .  The aim 
of the club is to be a platform for  people 
wishing to get into painting  
watercol- ours or to encourage those 
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POEM of the MONTH 
To see  a world in a grain of sand, And a Heaven in a wild flower, 

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand, And eternity in  an hour. 

William Blake :  Auguries of Innocence 

  KNOWSLEY FOODBANKS CHANGES 
The Saturday foodbank at St Mary’s is closing with immediate effect (April 2020) and 
those needing help will instead use the food distribution/foodbank hubs being set up 
by the Council at Arncliffe and New Hutte. 
Any food donations should now be taken to Arncliffe between 12 and 2 on Saturdays  
Can you please pass this message on to others who might need to know 

What can I recycle at Currys? 
Free recycling in-store.  

Whenever you like, and without buying anything new, you can also take to your local Currys PC World store any 
electricals or electronics you no longer want for free recycling . We accept everything from computers to toast-
ers, and floor cleaners to TVs, whether bought from us or someone else. But check first! 



 

Working with the children and young people in the parish 
 

Would you like to work with the children and young people in our 
parish? As a parish we are able to offer a variety of activities 
for children and young people from birth to 21 years old. 
These take place 6 days a week (in term time) and 
are held at both churches. We rely on volunteers to 
run the groups each week. All vol- unteers need to 
obtain a DBS Disclosure and at- tend a parish SAFE-
GUARDING course at least once every 5 years. 
Here in  
Halewood we are very for- tunate that we have 92 
people who have com- p l e t e d 
our SAFEGUARDING p r o c e -
dures and have b e e n 
authorised by HCC to work 
with the chil- dren and young 
people. How- ever, there is al-
ways a need for more leaders 
and helpers for all of our groups. 
If you are inter- ested in becoming a 
leader/helper at any of our groups, or you 
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  NOTABLE CHURCHES :  
 ARTICLES WANTED! 

Whilst travelling around on holiday or perhaps  
funerals or weddings, I have often been  
impressed by interesting churches. And so, I have 
often included articles on those churches. 
The annual pilgrimage to churches (and cakeshops) 
has featured for the last few years with the history and architecture of 
them. 
Liverpool has many interesting churches eg the Iron Church at St 
Michaels and obviously our two cathedrals. 
If on your travel, you come across one that impresses you, or has an     
interesting story, then why not take some pictures, write some words 
and SEND IT to the MAGAZINE via my Email  : 
 

colinwest9@gmail.com  
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NOTICES 
 

Used Postage Stamps  
We are collecting used postage stamps for CLIC Sargent a chil-dren’s cancer 
charity. There will be a box in each church and at the St Nicholas Centre. 
Please just tear the corners, with the used stamps, from your envelopes and 
leave them in one of the boxes. 
 

 

HEDDS – Halewood Employment, Debt and Digital Support service run by 

the Big Help Project, offers a free and confidential service 
 

12 noon  – 2pm  Saturday 
New Hutte Community Centre, Lakenheath Rd 
Arncliffe Centre. 

Please pop in to any of the sessions to see how we can help.  

For more info please contact Sue 0151 482 6089 or 07731789794 or 

email sue.torpey@big-help.info 

JAM Club Scissors 
The big box with lots of children's scissors in it has been missing since well before Christ-
mas. If you have any idea what might have happened to it, could you please let Elaine or 
Pam know, as it's very difficult to do craft with the children without scissors. 
 

Net Curtains 
Can anybody make use of 6 metres of net curtain, drop 45 inches, in a delicate butterfly 
pattern? Free!! 
Pam Boffey (486 6766) 

TOP QUOTES 
So, naturalists observe, a flea; Hath smaller fleas that on 
 him prey; And these have smaller fleas to bite 'em, And so 
proceed ad infinitum.  Jonathan Swift 
OLord, help me to be pure, but not yet. 
St Augustine 
Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap  
but by the seeds that you plant. 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve  
me and I learn.  Benjamin Franklin 
There is nothing permanent except change. 
Heraclitus 
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  Same day call-out 

  Free call-out and estimate 

  All work guaranteed 

 

Call Howie or Carol Blakeborough 
 

Telephone: 0151-448 1201 Mobile: 01744 814169 

Fax: 0151 281 2508 

56 HIGHER ROAD, LIVERPOOL L25  0QQ 

SOME WEBSITES/APPs to INSTRUCT and  

EDUCATE DURING ISOLATION! 
 

HYMNARY.ORG 
 

HYMNSof PRAISE TJC app 

And of Course, one can communicate 

with Friends &  Relatives using  ZOOM 

Cloud app!  Or   try  HOUSEPARTY! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Natasia is in need of some extra volunteers on a 
Tuesday to support the work at Yew Tree Primary 
School. We are in need of someone to support the 
church craft lunch club which is every Tuesday 12:30-
1pm and also 
be an extra 
adult during 
the Drama af- ter school club 
every Tuesday 3:15-4:15pm. Please contact  

Natasia if you could offer some help, even if not every Tuesday.  

POSTPONED UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE  



10 

 



11 

The World War II Origins of the Paralympic Games By Olivia B.Waxman 

In the decades since the event was first held, Paralympic 
Games has grown dramatically from its origins as an 
archery competition among 16 wheelchair-bound British 
World War II veterans. That first contest took place on 
July 29, 1948, at the Stoke Mandeville Hospital, about an 
hour east of Oxford. 
The event was the brainchild Sir Ludwig Guttmann, a 
German neurosurgeon who fled Nazi Germany and left a 
job at Oxford University to head up the National Spinal 
Injuries Centre at Stoke Mandeville. The facility had 
opened in March 1944 to care for service members and 
civilians who had suffered spinal cord injuries during the 
war. 
Guttmann’s demonstration of the patients’ athletic skills 
was merely a side benefit of a new rehabilitation phi-
losophy, which emphasized helping paraplegic patients 
develop their strength even if they would not walk again. Previously, such spinal injury 
cases were considered “hopeless” and many victims lived for a matter of weeks, or at most 
a couple of years, and often died of sepsis and kidney failure. The choice of archery for the 
first games was strategic. Practically, the sport plays to their upper body capabilities, but “it 
was also one of the very few sports that, once proficient, paraplegics could compete on 
equal terms with their non-disabled counterparts,” Brittain writes. “This led to visits of 
teams from Stoke Mandeville to a number of non-disabled archery clubs in later years, 
which were very helpful in breaking down the barriers between the public and paraplegics.” 
Brittain argues that participation in the so-called “Stoke Mandeville Games” grew partly 
thanks to patients and doctors moving among different spinal units and attention that came 
after related research was published in a now defunct journal called The Cord. The event 
began attracting international athletes in 1952 when Dutch ex-servicemen joined. 
By 1953, when TIME covered the competition, the event attracted an audience of 3,000 to 
watch 200 athletes from eight nations. It featured netball (similar to basketball), snooker 
(similar to pool), archery, table tennis, javelin, shot put and swimming. While the timing of 
the 1948 archery demonstration coincided with the 1948 Summer Olympics in London — 
and some scholars debate whether that was intentional — the first Paralympic Games spe-
cifically held as a parallel to the Olympics took place in Rome in 1960 with 400 athletes from 
28 countries, while the first winter games took place in 1976 in Örnsköldsvik, Sweden. 
Taken from TIME magazine.By Olivia B. Waxman 
Sir Ludwig "Poppa" Guttmann CBE FRS (3 July 1899 – 18 March 1980) was a German-born 
British neurologist who established the Paralympic Games in England. The Jewish doctor, 
who had fled Nazi Germany just before the start of the Second World War, is considered to 
be one of the founding fathers of organised physical activities for people with a disability. 
From Wikipedia 
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Having a PARTY! 

Why not hire… 
 

 

 

 

 

Kitchen 

Fa-

cilities 

Car Park-

ing 

Party Rate Or 

Assemblies 

£10 per hour 
 

ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE and  
USEFUL WEBSITES 

Avoid GOOGLE etc by using alternative 
software apps such as: 'DuckDuckgo', 
'Startpage', 'Firefox'  as Search Engines 
on both Laptop and Tablets.  
  

 'AVAST' is not only a  Browser but also 
a Free Anti-Virus.   Rev Martyn at  
St Nicholas has used ZOOM Cloud to 
send Video/Audio of Sunday service. 
You can use ZOOM to talk to your 
friends & relatives for free.  
 'Liverpool Diocesan Bulletin' gives info 
on the cathedral, schools, events etc. 
www.Roydenhistory .co.uk is a  
gateway to St Nicholas' history. 
www.HalewoodParish .org  gives  
access to the weekly Parish Notes. 

WHY NOT TAKE AN ADVERT 
OUT IN OUR MAGAZINE? 

 

1/4 page advert is £20 for 10  
issues = £2 per issue (eg Tar-
bock Village Hall) 
 

1/2 page advert for funeral  
directors is £65 for 10 issues = 
£6.50 per issue 
 

1/2 page other is £40 for 10  
issues = £4 per  issue  
(eg Kwik Electric oven repairs) 
 
full inside page is £150 for 10 issues = £15 per issue  
 
Contact Jan Fleming at St Nicholas Centre.  487 9965 
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VIRTUAL MUSIC at the CATHEDRAL 
While people are staying at home, 
Liverpool Cathedral’s music team 
have found creative ways to continue 
choir rehearsals and music lessons 
virtually. 

Stephen Mannings, Director of Choral 
Outreach said, 

“Like lots of other people and organi-
sations, we’ve had to adapt quickly to 
the lockdown situation. We wanted 
to carry on functioning even while we 
have to keep our distance physically 
and we’re not able to meet face-to-
face, so we’ve been exploring how we can do that virtually.” 

Children from Liverpool Cathedral’s Junior Choir receive weekly video podcast rehearsals. 
Children (and indeed anyone in the home) can learn the songs they’re going to be re-
hearsing. A ‘pet section’ is now also part of the rehearsal timetable, where the children 
showcase their beloved pets as well as their singing skills. 

The Cathedral’s auxiliary choir for adults, Liverpool64, has members whose ages range 
from 18 to 90 with around 80 members. Over 60 of the choir are involved in regular digi-
tal meet-ups to rehearse on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. On top of singing 
practice, the choir send in recordings of themselves singing separately so that the music 
team can edit them and put them together using new software. The choir also has a 
weekly games night, so they can enjoy some social time together. 

Administrator of Music and Liturgy, Dr Chris Newton has turned online guitar guru for pu-
pils undertaking musical instrumental lessons both in group and one-on-one formats. 
Also on offer are tutorials for piano, ukulele and violin. 

Run in partnership with ‘Music in Unison’ music classes for under-fives have also gone 
online. You’ll find short videos online, where parents and carers can use household items 
to make music with their babies and toddlers. Daily five-minute sessions lead to a longer 
session on Fridays. Parents can access 
these via YouTube, Facebook Live and 
Instagram. 

“What we’re doing goes beyond music, 
giving us all a sense of purpose and a 
rhythm to our lives. It’s the chance to 
keep in touch, helping us keep mentally 
healthy and keeping us safe at home.” 

Taken from Liverpool Diocesan News  
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Coronavirus: Advice From the Middle Ages 
 for How to Cope With Self-Isolation 

Some medieval Christian 
women locked themselves 
away in the name of their faith. 
Here are their insights. 
The pandemic of COVID-19 is 
often called “unprecedented” – 
and for many people cooped 
up in their homes in different 
countries, the experience is 
both unparalleled and chal-
lenging. But in late-medieval 
Europe, individuals self-
isolated professionally. Some 
people – women particularly – 
permanently withdrew from 
society to live walled in, alone 
in a room attached to a church. 
Guides for, and texts written 
by, these female “anchorites” – as the women were known – from Britain and continental 
Europe give us descriptions of their way of living and recount their reflections. So what can 
these medieval women teach us about how to cope with self-isolation? 
These anchorites chose to be confined in these cramped cells for many reasons. According 
to medieval religious culture, a life of prayer on behalf of others vitally supported society. 
Isolation empowered women to express their love for Christ, and minister to their fellow 
believers through their prayers and counsel. Anchorites were even presented as possessing 
“super powers” of interceding for the deceased in purgatory. 
Furthermore, in the late Middle Ages, devotion among laypeople – people who are not 
clergy – flourished. Life as an anchorite offered laywomen an option to express this piety, 
but offered more freedom for individual contemplation (and solitude) than a nun’s life. 
Warnings in guides for anchorites also hint at less spiritual motives. Life as a recluse, para-
doxically, situated anchorites at the heart of their communities and could transform them 
into religious celebrities. Their cells often faced busy roads in bustling cities and doubled as 
a bank, teacher’s cubicle, and storehouse of local gossip. 
The 13th-century, medieval English guide for female anchorites, Ancrene Wisse, warns re-
cluses not to look for comfort. Instead, the anchorite should remind herself that she was 
enclosed not just for her own benefit, but for the sake of others too. 
She is told to “gather into your heart all those who are ill or wretched” and “feel compas-
sion”. By self-isolating, the anchorite “holds [all fellow believers] up” with her prayers. Now, 
nurses and doctors are urgently calling for a similar commitment from the public, when 
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begging “Stay home for us.” 
The Wisse’s advice has a flavour that feels equally relevant today. Self-isolation may be 
easier to bear if instead of seeing it as a stretch of boring but comfy nights in, you recog-
nise it as an unpleasant, stressful experience – but also visualise all the people whose 
health you are protecting by staying home. 
The earliest-known English woman writer, Julian of Norwich (c.1343–c.1416) – an ancho-
rite – likewise encouraged readers to acknowledge their own vulnerability, but suggested 
perceiving it as a strength. She assured readers in her late 14th-century or early 15th-
century text, A Revelation of Love, that suffering and difficulties will not defeat them: 
    Christ did not say, ‘You shall not be perturbed, you shall not be troubled, you shall not 
be distressed,’ but he said, ‘You shall not be overcome.’  
Julian promises that readers will experience emotional turmoil during any crisis but will 
ultimately conquer it. This promise parallels modern survival psychology. When adapting 
to life during a crisis, acknowledging the challenging circumstances as forming one’s real 
life now is essential. Yet one should simultaneously remember that one is doing one’s ut-
most to return to a better, pre-crisis style of living. Only by acknowledging our vulnerabil-
ity – both physical and mental – and consequently taking action to protect and care for 
others and ourselves, will we make it through. 
The external world can upset one’s interior world. Dutch anchorite Sister Bertken (1427-
1514) recounts this confusion in a poem: 
 
    The world held me in its power 
    with its manifold snares 
    it deprived me of my strength.  
 
Anchorites and writers of manuals for anchorites also reflected upon how to keep sane. 
Keeping occupied prevents one from climbing the walls. British Cistercian monk, Abbot 
Aelred of Rievaulx (1110-1167), tells his sister, an anchorite, in A Rule of Life for a Recluse 
that: “Idleness … breeds distaste for quiet and disgust for the cell.” 
 

Routines are key. Anchorites recited sequences of prayers, psalms and other Bible read-
ings at fixed points of the day. According to modern survival psychology, dividing a prob-
lem or stretch of time into manageable steps is crucial when faced with a crisis. Equally 
important is performing each step one by one, never looking further ahead than the next 
step.  Mentally absorbing hobbies, such as crafts, gardening or reading, are another time-
honoured strategy for dealing with self-isolation. After recommending sewing clothes for 
the poor and church vestments, the Wisse assures anchorites that keeping occupied will 
shield their minds against temptation: 
 

    For while [the devil] sees her busy, he thinks like this: ‘It would be useless to approach 
her now; she can’t concentrate on listening to my advice.’  
 

Godelinde Gertrude Perk:  Researcher in Medieval Literature at the University of Oxford. 
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MORE QUOTES 
If ignorance is bliss, why aren't more people 
happy?  
Thomas Jefferson 
 

If you don’t know where you’re going, any road 
will get you there. 
Lewis Carroll 

CORONAVIRUS and the VIRTUAL CHURCH 
The advent of coronavirus has forced all Churches (and most other buildings) to be closed 
because people have to practise  'Social Distancing' ie to keep 2 metres distance between 
them and other people. Many people, particularly OAPs, are urged to 'Stay at Home' for  
upto 12 weeks.  Hence, Rev Martyn Woodsford has invoked Technology to continue ser-
vices from home, using the ZOOM app on laptops, tablets and smartphones. Zoom allows 
Martyn to create a 'Waiting Room' on his screen and to view up to 100 homes simultane-
ously. The congregation can see Martyn on their screens. Though initially there were 
some hiccups when some were unable to logon  -- our first attempt failed and the second 
had vision but no sound! However,  Martyn announced at Easter that he had 69 homes 
on screen! Nicola Hutton and family kindly provided the music for the hymns. 

Martyn presented Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Sunday Services. Using Emails, 
Martyn (and Alison) communicate the service materials and also some extra materials 
such as worksheets, colouring sheets etc and also the Church Magazine (as a PDF). 

In parallel, Rev Andrew Radford (based at St Hildas) has put a YOUTUBE service system in 

place for St Hildas parishoners --  information via email. 

STAY-AT-HOME?--  NEED A READ? FREE EBOOK WEBSITES 
Gutenberg       Out of Copywright Classic Ebooks  
Archive.org      Massive collection 
Kindle    EBooks for sale 
Borrowbox  Access to library Ebooks 
Overdrive   ditto 
Bookbub   Daily Email of  ebooks  --   some free.   
Interesting Websites 
PLANTLIFE.org.uk 
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‘Justice not charity’ - the blind marchers who made history 
A century ago blind and partially sighted people marched on London to lobby the govern-
ment to improve their living and working condi-
tions. The 1920 Blind March has become a mile-
stone in the history of the disability rights 
movement. But as recreating a large gathering 
is not possible in current circumstances (Covid-
19), blind people are using their daily personal 
exercise to mark the anniversary. 
Sixteen years before the historic Jarrow Cru-
sade, a less well-known but perhaps even more 
remarkable trade union march arrived in London to demand action to end poverty. 
Carrying banners with slogans such as "Social justice not charity", the protesters had trav-
elled hundreds of miles to demand state aid, for those who like themselves were blind or 
visually impaired. Over the previous three weeks the 250 marchers had promoted their 
cause to the wider public at large meetings in towns and cities along the way. 
They sought government intervention to ensure that blind people were not condemned to 
poverty because of their impairment. On their arrival in London on 25 April 1920, they were 
greeted at a rally in Trafalgar Square attended by 10,000 people. 
Five days later a delegation was invited to Downing Street to put their case in person to the 
Prime Minister David Lloyd George. While the march did not achieve all its aims, it increased 
pressure on the Liberal-Conservative coalition government to get the much-delayed Blind 
Persons Act on to the statute book. This landmark legislation passed later the same year, 
placed a duty on local authorities to "promote the welfare of blind persons". 
A century on the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB), is seeking to commemorate 
the anniversary of the march, and is urging blind people to mark the occasion by articulating 
what they believe still needs to be done to achieve equality. 
The march was organised by the National League of the Blind (NLB), a trade union founded 
in 1899 by blind and partially-sighted workers to represent their own interests. 
Historian Francis Salt says that in the years prior to the march the NLB had unsuccessfully 
campaigned for action to improve the lives of blind people, many of whom depended on em-
ployment in workshops, run by charities where conditions were often poor and wages low. 
The charities exercised significant control over their workforce. In some cases, employees 
had to seek permission from their bosses to marry. 
One of the leading figures behind the march, NLB official David Lawley, a former miner who 
was blinded by a dynamite explosion in 1913, wrote: "Of 35,000 blind people in the country 
20,000 were existing below the poverty line. There were 850 beggars on the streets of Lon-
don and 200 at Manchester. By comparison, the NHS says that today there are almost two 
million people living with sight loss. Of these, around 360,000 are registered as blind or par-
tially sighted. 
 

Taken from BBC.co.uk  &   Workers Class Movement Library 
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Volunteers Needed.  
 

 Male or female volun- teers 
are  
welcome to join 
the 'Coffee 
Shop' rota at St 
Nicholas' Cen-

Exploring Faith 
Groups. 
We currently 
have three groups 
meeting on a weekly basis 
where we explore the bible 
and discuss how God's word applies to 
our own lives.  
If you are interested in  

Would you like to be a school governor? 

There are two vacancies for school governors at Halewood C 
of E Primary Academy. Being a governor gives you the op-
portunity to contribute to the work of this amazing school, 
put something back into the community and maintain the 
link between the parish and the school. Some time com-
mitment is obviously needed, but you won't be thrown in at 
the deep end, and existing governors are very supportive. If 
you are interested in finding out more about this, please 
contact Tom Beesley (chair of governors) on 07826 242986 
or Pat Hatchard (secretary to the governors) on 0151 281 
2352. We currently don't have any representatives from St 
Mary's so applicants who worship there would be  

particularly welcome. 
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Eco Bricks Update! 
Well I’ve started making my eco bricks on a small scale as suggested.  I’m 
using vinegar bottles (have to make sure they can have the plastic insert 
that creates the drops removed...some are impossible!) .  I have completed 
2 so far.  It took time to cut the plastic up into smaller pieces but this makes 
it easier to stuff them in the bottle.  Then I used larger pieces of the soft 
plastic to ram them down.  The wooden spoon is showing signs of wear and 
tear from the experience!  Both   
bottles exceed the minimum 
weight requirement so I am de-
lighted.  If anyone else gets Aldi’s 
Bramwell vinegar in 568ml bottles 
I will happily take your emp-
ties...at least until I have enough 
to try building a retaining wall in 
the corner of the garden.  I have 
one more empty to fill, then I may 
need to start eating more fish ’n’ 
chips. 

How To Make Flapjacks 
 

Ingredients 
 

Butter 100 grams) 
Honey 100 grams).       Melted in 
Sugar.  100 grams).      Saucepan 
Oats.     200 grams 
Mix fruit 100 grams.   Sultanas, dates, seeds etc 
 

Method 
When melted, add fruit & stir 
Add oats and stir till all coated. 
Transfer to oven proof dish 
Flatten 
Mark rectangles with sharp knife. 
Put in oven for 20 mins at 180C. 
Leave to cool….Optional! 



MORE OPEN GARDENS 
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 Halewood Parish Regular Activities 
 

 

DAY  Venue     Organisation      Time 

   
SUNDAY St Nicholas’  Centre  Junior Church            11.00-12.00
  

   WI Hall  Bailey’s Lane Drama Group            19.00-21.00 
  
MONDAY St Nicholas’  Centre  Rainbows            18.00-19.00
  

         Bible Studio Group     13.30-15.00 
         (Alternate weeks) 
   

                    St  Nicholas Centre      Painting Club        13.00
-15.30 
 

         
TUESDAY St Nicholas’  Cen- tre  C A T E R P I L -

LARS         09.15—11.00  

         2 n d  H’wd 
Brownies      1 7 . 0 0 - 18.30  

         G u i d e s /
Rangers     19.00 -20.30 
   S t Mary’s    100% Boss 
Club     17.30 -19.00 
           ( A l t e r n a t e 
weeks) 
         Next Level 
      18.45-19.45 
         (Alternate weeks)  

  
   Scout Hut    Beavers        18.00-19.30 
 

 

WED  St Nicholas’  Centre      3rd H’wood Brownies     17.30-19.00 
              Drama Group      19.15-19.00 
   St Nicholas’  Church  Bell Ring Practice.     20.00-21.00 
   St Mary’s     Jam Club       15.30-17.00 
   St Nicholas’ Church  Knit & Sew       10am-12 
               Scout Hut    Cubs        18.00-20.00 
 

THURS  St Nicholas’  Centre  Coffee Shop       10.00-12.00  

         Mothers’ Union       13.30-15.30
  

         (1st of the month)  
         Vestry Hour       19.00-19.45
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St Nicholas and St Mary’s Ecumenical Team  
Ministry 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Administrator - Barbara Harrington 

St Nicholas Centre 
70 Church Road 

Halewood Village 
LIVERPOOL 

L26  6LB 
Telephone: 0151-487 9965 

E-Mail:  halewoodparish@btconnect.com 
 

 Team Vicar 
 
Andrew Radford 
revandyhhc 
@gmail.com 
St Hilda’s Rectory 
07966033648 
 
 
 

Team Rector 
Martyn Woodsford 
The Rectory 
Rectory Drive 

Halewood 
01514873316/ 
07775368873 
revwoody@me.com 
Day off Monday 
 

 
 

  
 

 

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 
 Andew Parsons 
07867489463 
halewoodchurchcw@  
Gmail.com 
  
 

LAY READER 
Alison Shacklady 
288, Higher Rd, 
Halewood 
L26 9UF 
TEL:  0151-486-2415  
07909652442 
Alison1.shacklady@ 
Btinternet.com 
 
Matthew Hargreaves 
07810872987 
mattharg@mac.com 
 
READER in TRAINING 
 
Jen Radford  
07966624729 
jennyradford@hotmail. 
Co.uk 
 
Adam Grey 07814727622 
adam_grey@msn.com 
 

ST. NICHOLAS’ 

WARDENS 
Graham Elliott 
07516852066 
Sandra Thomas 
Tel:  0151-487 5676 
Andrew Renolds 
07776250718 

andy@nadiareynolds.co.
uk 
ST. NICHOLAS’ 
DEPUTY WARDENS 
 

Lesley Webb 
Tel: 0151-487 7234 
 07852778839 
Lawebb74.hotmail.com 
ST. MARY’S Warden 
Pam Boffey  
TEL. 0151-486-6766 
Gill Dover 487 5137 
gillian.dover@ 
gmail.com 
Methodist  Steward 
(for Sth Lpool Circuit) 
Mark Harrison 
51 Hever Drive 
Halewood 
L26 6LN 
0151 487 0086 
 


